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Dear Parents,
 
I am sure everyone will agree that the recent, two-week break, was
sorely needed.
 
We started the year in typical Drakie fashion with the daily routine
kicking in from day one, in addition to which sporting events, and
trips to Johannesburg and Cape Town were immediately upon us.
 
The new staff who joined us in January have settled in well and
quickly found their feet. The best feedback one gets on teachers,
always comes from the students of the school and what I have heard
from the boys has been encouraging indeed.  We have a strong and
settled team in place (academic, music and boarding), which augers
well for continuity and a shared vision for the school.
 
Boarding school life is much the same everywhere, no matter the
school…the institution runs 24 hours a day, from the first day of
term, till the last. There really isn’t ‘downtime’ at all, neither for staff
not students. Which is, I suppose, why the campus is deserted when

holidays come around.
 
I was very pleased with all aspects of our first term. Our new
prefects settled in well as members of the broader Grade 9
group. These young men set clear objectives before themselves
whilst on Passed Thru Fire last year and their adherence to
them, in leading the school has thus far, been admirable. 
 
Similarly, the work ethic displayed this year, is a step-up from
2018. Whilst boys will always be boys and baiting the teacher is
a pastime that has been around since schools began, there has
been a noticeable change in attitude and productivity this year.
Most of you, I’m sure, would have been pleased with your son’s,
Term 1 report. As mentioned in the In Tune this week, the
academic staff are available on Thursday next week, in the
lead-up to MIMS, to meet with parents and we have allocated
plenty of time during the day and into the evening to meet with
parents. Please make sure you complete the Google Form link
that appeared in the In Tune, to book your meeting slot with
the teacher/s of your choice.



"our teaching here
is above the norm
for independent

schools across the
province and our

boys excel in their
last three years of

high school.."

News from our recent Old Boys is that some outstanding results
were returned in their new schools last term. My experience is,
that what a boy puts into his work, he will reap at term-end and I
was sent evidence by a proud mum of her boy’s, 98% for Advanced
Programme (AP) Maths. That is a superb accomplishment. Another
boy scored the top Afrikaans mark in Grade 10, at his new school,
and was highly commended for his English and Science results.
Contrary to popular belief that Drakies boys struggle to cope
academically at their new schools, the above results and our recent
results in the IEB bench-marking exams, shows categorically that
our teaching here is above the norm for independent schools
across the province and our boys excel in their last three years of
high school.
 
I do wonder sometimes though, why parents and boys seem to
cling to the notion that the education offered here is sub-standard.
This is most definitely NOT the case and I can list boys who have
gone on to great accomplishments at their new high schools and
beyond. If I break this down, then simply, a boy who doesn’t put in
the effort here, will not achieve great marks at his new school,
whilst boys who work diligently and consistently, reap the benefits
of their hard work wherever they find themselves.
 
Towards the end of last term, we took 55 boys to Hilton College to
watch their play production, West Side Story. The lead role was
played by Nathaniel Stoffels (DBCS Old Boy), the 2nd lead was
played by Lengana Mashapu (DBCS Old Boy) and every Drakie Old
Boy (an additional four boys) currently at Hilton College, had a
speaking and solo slot. The choreographer approached me after
the show to ask how she can get more Drakie boys to move to
Hilton College for Grade 10!
 
Every weekend last term seemed to be taken up with either, open
water swimming or mountain biking, or both! The boys were
certainly offered numerous opportunities to get out and compete,
most often returning with the silverware. We also made our first
foray to the Winterton Parkrun and hope to feature that more
often on our calendar this term.
 
In the Choir, a new African set was flighted for the first time and
has, over the intervening weeks developed into a fresh and relevant
concept. You will be pleased to see the progress made when you
witness it over MIMS. I think it is outstanding!
 
At our quarterly Board meeting at the end of last term, we said a
sad goodbye to Mike van Vuren, who has chaired the Board for the
past six years. In my 20 years as a Headmaster, I have served under
13 Chairmen and without a doubt, Mike rated within the top one or
two. He will be missed for his pragmatic, no-nonsense approach to
problems we faced, his gentlemanly demeanour and his
unflappable and composed disposition. I thank him via this
communication for the outstanding contribution he made to
Drakies during his tenure as Chair. At the same time we welcomed
Mrs Ilse Marlow as our new Board Chair. Ilse had 2 boys at Drakies,
both of whom are now at TUKS and she is a lawyer by profession.
Dave Cato and I met with her in Pretoria when we were in Gauteng

last week and she was very clear in terms of what she believes
needs to happen in the school and the direction we need to be
heading. We will be heading into a strategic review of the school
very soon and I shall keep you abreast of developments in this
regard.
 
MIMS is upon us! This weekend is a closed weekend as the boys
still need to polish aspects of their performance  and on the
campus, preparations are underway to make it a weekend to
remember. Apart from the main festival performances, which as
you know, will celebrate Easter with a rendition of Mozart’s
Requiem and associated and relevant Easter  traditions, we have
an exciting offering on the fringe festival this year. All-girl, rock
band, “Saarkie” are scheduled to appear on Friday night after the
concert and “The Family Business,” on Saturday. Louis Rencken,
a guitarist from Durban will feature on Saturday afternoon/early
evening between concerts and so there is every good reason to
settle in at the tent village, enjoy some good food, sip a drink or
two and enjoy the entertainment on offer.
 
We look forward to seeing you all, to chatting with you about
your boy’s progress and to sharing a wonderful Easter weekend
together.
 
Greg Brooks
 



February's 'Boarder of the month'
was proudly awarded to Caleb Saks

and Michael de Goede (Griffin
House) and Reinhardt Neuper

(Tungay House) 
*This award (in the form of cake) is

awarded for good manners,
behaviour, passing inspection, and

punctuality.

BOARDING

DADS' & LADS MAINTENANCE WEEKEND
A HUGE vote of thanks goes out to the dads who
pitched this past weekend to work on our
maintenance list. A great deal of work was done, the
list was completed, as were additional tasks that
cropped up during the weekend.
 
This was our second such weekend and both have
been very successful. In addition, good bonding
between the dads, but also with the boys, was an
extra bonus.
 
We are most appreciative of the help afforded us.
Thank you. Listed below are the repairs affected by
our team of dads over the past weekend.
 
TUNGAY HOUSE:
• Replaced faulty globes in bathrooms.
• Tiling done in showers to stop leakage into
passage.
• Fitted door locks on toilet doors.
• Double doors at top of stairs were adjusted.
• Plastering done around doors in the bathroom.
Broken tiles replaced.
• LED lights fitted in dormitories.
• Sliding bolts fitted to all locker doors.
• Loose wiring tidied up.
 
STAFF ROOM:
• Replaced tiles on outer wall and Wall of
Remembrance.
 
CLOTHING SHOP:
• Cleared and damp-coursed walls.
 
ACADEMIC BLOCK:
• Replaced globes on verandah and external walls.
• Painted stair well and refurbished newspaper
stand.
 
GRIFFIN HOUSE:
• External lights repaired and globes replaced.
• Mirrors replaced in bottom bathroom.
• Lights repaired in top bathroom.

BOARDER OF THE MONTH



TUBING



ACADEMICS

12 CLUB

GRADE 9 SUBJECT CHOICES

Drakensberg Boys Choir School recently launched their '12 Club',
acknowledging the top three boys in Grade 6-9 for their academic
successes (based on the end of 2018 results). This event took the form of a
formal dinner at the Executive Headmaster's house, where the boys had to
prepare and deliver speeches. The boys are the dinner were: Tjama Keta,
Khwezi Msimang, Brett Fernihough, Finlay Dalrymple, Walther de Bruin,
Kigen Chepkonga, Kieran Griffin, Luan Wakeford, Geo Kirsten, Marco
Marais, and Angus Sommerville. Absent from dinner & photograph: Connor
McKenzie.

Our Grade 9s recently embarked upon one of the next big decisions in
their lives - Subject Choices. This year, the boys interested completed an
online assessment, run by CliftonStrengths. After answering several in-
depth and often tricky questions, the boys were given a summation of what
they naturally do best. The following day, the boys were subjected to more
questions - this time to better choose subjects that interest them.

TERM 1 TOP
ACHIEVERS



ACADEMICS

7 March 2019
 

Grade 9
Stanley Horing – Maths

Jesse Barth – English
Kabo Madi – English

Sashin Rathinasamy – English
Angus Sommerville – English

 
Grade 8

Keenan Beeslaar – English
LJ Hay – English

Geo Kirsten – English
 

Grade 7
Seth Brown – Maths

Bupe Chiluba – Maths
Xander Ersamus – Maths
Vuyo Mcanyana – Maths

Juleo Naidu – Maths
Daniel van Jaarsveld – Maths

Arron- Michael Waugh – Maths
Ndalo Tshaka – Maths

 
Grade 6

Brian Brits – Maths x 3
Michael Erfort – Maths x 2
Brett Fernihough - Maths

 
 
 

14 March 2019
 

Grade 9
Jordyn Fraser – Maths
Marco Marais – Maths
Ntando Mbele – Maths

Connor McKenzie – Maths; English; SS
Dylan Palm – Maths; SS

Sashin Rathinasamy – Maths; English
Ben Samasuwo – Maths

Angus Sommerville – Maths; English
Noah Coffey – SS

Henno Klopper – English; SS
Luke Torres – SS

 
Grade 8

Michael de Goede – Maths
Kieran Griffin – Maths; SS

LJ Hay – Maths
Siya Mpofu – Maths

Caleb Saks – Maths; SS
Geo Kirsten – Maths x 3; SS

Nkazimulo Mabaso – Maths x 3
Luan Wakeford – Maths x 3; SS

Keenan Beeslaar – SS
Francois Snyman – SS
Damien Butt – Maths

Levi Perry – Music Theory
 

Grade 7
Walther de Bruin – Maths; English

Karabo Machepha – Music Appreciation
Juleo Naidu – Music Appreciation; Music Theory;

Maths x 3
Ntando Ngcobo – Music Appreciation

Mohau Tladi – Maths x 2
Ndalo Tshaka – Maths; Music Theory

Lutho Ngaleka – English; Music Theory
Reece Olsen – English

Daniel van Jaarsveld – English
Bupe Chiluba – English

Lunga Mazibuko – Maths
Lathitha Mhlongo – Maths

Arron-Michael Waugh – Music Theory  
 

Grade 6
Charlie Brown – Maths

Brian Brits – Maths
Michael Erfort – Maths; Music Theory

Brett Fernihough – Maths
Tjama Keta – Maths; Music Appreciation

William Lingenfelder – Maths; Music Theory
Khwezi Msimang – Maths

Reinhardt Neuper – Music Appreciation; Music
Theory; Maths

Joshua Stuart – Music Appreciation
Nqubeko Xaba – Music Theory

 
 

Grade 5
Bjorn Kruger – Music Appreciation

Phenyo Mulaudzi – Music Appreciation
Rohan Naidoo – Music Appreciation

Grade 9
1st     Connor McKenzie
2nd    Sashin Rathinasamy
          Angus Sommerville
 
Grade 8
1st     Geo Kirsten
2nd    Luan Wakeford
3rd     Michael de Goede
 
Grade 7
1st     Walther de Bruin
2nd    Kigen Chepkonga
3rd    Juleo Naidu
 
Grade 6
1st     Brett Fernihough
2nd    Michael Erfort
3rd     Khwezi Msimang
 
Grade 5
1st     Rohan Naidoo
2nd    Ethan Seagreen
3rd     Phenyo Mulaudzi
 
 
 
 

ACADEMIC MERITS

TERM 1 TOP ACHIEVERS

INTERHOUSE
GENERAL

KNOWLEDGE
QUIZ

Hawks              57,3%
Eagles              56,1%

OVERALL SCORES

INTER-HOUSE TERM AVERAGE SCORES
Eagles              70,6%
Hawks              69,5%

WINNING TEAM PER GRADE
Grade 4/5 (Eagles Team)
Nicholas Robinson
Angus Thomson
Nathan van Jaarsveld
 
Grade 6 (Two teams tied - both Hawks)
Michael Erfort                     Ashim Lawson
Khwezi Msimang                 Tjama Keta
Reinhardt Neuper               William Lingenfelder

Grade 7 (Eagles Team)
Ntando Ngcobo
Kigen Chepkonga
Zipho Mpofu
 
Grade 8 (Eagles Team)
Damien Butt
Siya Mpofu
Geo Kirsten
 
Grade 9 (Hawks Team)
Dylan Palm
Angus Sommerville
Albert Sibanda



 
6/03:

Best Voice Group: Tenors
Commendable Performances: Ethan Seagreen, Kigen Chepkonga, Tshiamo

Boikhutso, Khwezi Msimang, Reece Olsen, Dylan Palm, Damien Butt,
Walther de Bruin, Sashin Rathinasamy, Bupe Chiluba, Connor McKenzie,

Geo Kirsten, Luke Torres
Outstanding Soloist(s): Noah Coffey

Chorister of the week: Kigen Chepkonga
 

New Boys - Commendable Performance(s) of the week: Kayden Mulder,
Bjorn Kruger, Connor McLennan, Charlie Brown, Phenyo Mulaudzi.

Absent from photograph: Rohan Naidoo
New Boy(s) of the Week (Good progress with tests): Phenyo Mulaudzi,
Bjorn Kruger, Reinhardt Neuper, Ndalo Tshaka, Arron-Michael Waugh

 
13/03:

Best Voice Group: Sopranos
Commendable Performances: Jesse Barth, Mohau Tladi, Tshiamo

Boikhutso, Vuyo Mcanyana, Caleb Coffey, Brett Fernihough, Kigen
Chepkonga, Louis Hay, Fin Dalrymple, Zipho Mpofu, Walther de Bruin,

Nkazimulo Mabaso, Damien Butt, Kabo Madi, Caleb Saks
Outstanding Soloist(s): Noah Coffey, Reece Olsen & Mohau Tladi

 
New Boys - Commendable Performance(s) of the week: 

Phenyo Mulaudzi, Hanu Erasmus, Ndalo Tshaka, Iviwe Gxogxa, Connor
McLennan, Charlie Brown, Levi Perry

New Boy(s) of the Week: Juleo Naidu, Rohan Naidoo, Bjorn Kruger, Mish
Cato, Lutho Ngaleka

 
10/04:

Best Voice Group: Tenors
Commendable performances: Nkazimulo Mabaso, Mohau Tladi, Tshiamo
Boikhutso, Stefan Pretorius, Sentle Seitlheko, Kabo Madi, Stanley Horing,

Lwenzi Sibaya, Matthew Beuster, Connor McKenzie, Walther de Bruin,
Oratile Pega

Outstanding soloist: Ayanda Ninela
 

New Boys(s) of the Week: Sky Govender, Bjorn Kruger, Phenyo Mulaudzi,
Rohan Naidoo, Michael Erfort, Juleo Naidu, Ndalo Tshaka, Levi Perry,
Nathan van Jaarsveld, Angus Thomson, Charlie Brown, Lutho Ngaleka,

Reinhardt Neuper

MUSIC
AWARDS



WEDNESDAY
CONCERTS



On Saturday, 9 March, the Drakensberg Boys Choir, in collaboration with the Michaelhouse Chapel Choir, Clifton
Nottingham Road, PMB Girls High Chamber Choir, and Marimba Group, Music Voyage, held a fundraiser to generate funds
for boys needing funding, to attend the Drakensberg Boys Choir School in the future. The choirs celebrated community
spirit or Ubuntu, singing the massed piece “Jikela Ngapha”, at the Michaelhouse Schlesinger Theatre. The song is a
traditional Zulu song, arranged by DBCS Artistic Director, Bernard Kruger. Thank you to Tanya Olsen for the stunning
photographs.

COLLABORATION CONCERT
CULTURAL



24 of our boys had the chance to perform with some of South Africa's finest at RMB Starlight Classics, held in Cape Town
on 1 & 2 March, at Vergelegen Estate. The boys stayed in Gordon's Bay, and also had the opportunity to practice on the
beach, and perform on the Saturday morning at the Waterfront. The event was conducted by Richard Cock, and featured
famous acts such as Mi Casa, and Refentse.

STARLIGHT
CLASSICS



The Drakensberg Boys Choir School were recently enthralled at the performance of 'West Side Story', put on by Hilton
College & St John's DSG. One of the main attractions for the boys, was to support the ex-Drakies performing in the play,
using their musical talents.
 
We saw Lengana Mashapu, Nathaniel Stofffels, Stephen Barnard, Alec Gibson, and Mmangaliso Pepu. 

WEST SIDE STORY
CULTURAL

WINTERTON
PARKRUN



EPWORTH
MUDMAN

Congratulations to 26 boys from
Drakensberg Boys Choir School,
who competed in the Epworth
Mudman, on Sunday, 3 March.
The school competed in the
various full-, half-, and tri-athlon
events.



CORDWALLES
MUDMAN

Congratulations to the 55 boys
from the Drakensberg Boys Choir
School who took part in this year's
Cordwalles Mudman -
participating in the swimming,
run, or cycle event - in the
half/full event, on Sunday, 17
March.



CREATIVE
WRITING

 

My name is Jesse Barth and I am the 2019 Head of Tungay House (The Junior House) at the
Drakensberg Boys Choir School. I have come a long way for the past four years, since I joined

the prestigious boarding school in the year 2016 as a Grade 6 boy and now I am a senior
student in Grade 9, and will be graduating from the institution at the end of the year. I

currently live in the Eastern Cape in the Windy City known as Port Elizabeth and used to
attend a primary school known as Westering Primary School and was a student at the school
for 5 years until I took the 'risk' of being educated in KwaZulu-Natal. However, that risk has

single-handedly changed and reformed my life for the better.
 

But less about how I got to the school and more about me as a person, as well as my family. I
am extremely passionate about music in the school and I am really enjoying the choir as a

whole. It is a privilege for me to perform internationally and to sing in front of thousands of
people on a tour. My grandmother’s sister’s nephew, Jason Jeftha was Head Boy of the school

in the year 2002.
I can honestly not wait for what this year offers me and I am definitely anxious to take any
task or challenge the year brings to my plate. Since majority of the boys that arrive at the

school are juniors, I think that I am in the right house since I can generally speak to the little
guys and motivate them with ease, which is one of my goals for the house. My other goal is to
see the best out of the juniors in all spheres of the school, whether it be on the sports field, in

the dorms, in academics, in the choir and much more.
 

I believe that my Drakie career is one of, if not the greatest opportunity and experience I will
ever get, and that any boy between the ages of 10 to 15 will ever experience, and I strongly
believe that it is an honour to be in the school and position I am currently in today and will

advise any boy to come to the mountains, to be educated in a wonderful Christian
environment.

 
I continue to look for signs of animal activity. The
sound of our feet moving the sand and the birds
singing their tunes comfort me as I am able to hear
my heart thumping in my chest. The smell of wet
earth and the freshness of rain fill my nostrils. I feel
as if nothing in the world can imprison me when I’m
in this state of mind, when I have only one goal. I’m
so focused on the task that I salivate every second
and swallow some saliva every now and then.
 
All of a sudden I can see the track of a kudu. The
spoor is clear in the soft, moist ground. The path of
its route stands out in the veld, the small droplets
of rain having disappeared where the buck has
brushed against the vegetation. All I hear is the
utter silence as the animals detect the presence of
a hunter. My muscles are aching from the
treacherous hike I have been undertaking.
 
A clump of wild raisin bushes are before me, the
small red fruit gleaming in the orange-pink rays of
the sunlight. I pick a few and devour them for
energy, as most of mine has been drained. While I’m
eating I look around. As I‘m gazing over the bushes,
I see the spiralling horns of a big kudu bull. It is also
enjoying itself on the wild raisins. My palms are
sweating as I bend down and proceed in the kudu’s
direction. Its body stands out as the sun warms the
striped hide of the kudu. I can smell the distinct
aroma of leaves around me. As I am stalking my
prey I start to feel like a Bushman in the Kalahari
Desert, having the eyes of a hawk, the nose of a lion
and being as silent as a leopard.

 
 I raise the gun and peer through the telescopic
lens and get the old but fat bull in the sights. It has
become quite dark as the sun is almost gone,
making the sky light up in shades of purple. I focus
the crosshair on the body of this big antelope,
moving it just behind the shoulder of the animal. My
heart is thumping in my ears and I can almost hear
the circulation of my blood. As I inhale, I squeeze
the trigger and experience the vibration through
my body. The kudu goes down making a gurgling
noise. I can hear it still moving and I see a cloud of
dust fill the air as it hits the ground. Moving closer,
I feel proud and powerful for being able to get food
for my family and bring this wonderful animal
down.
 
The gun is reloaded and I hear the click I’ve heard
so many times before the bullet falls into place.  I
see the look in the animal’s face as I put the gun
against its head for the final shot. A plea for mercy
is what I receive. But when you kill an animal you
can’t have mercy; you can’t have emotions. It’s time
for the slaughter of the kudu. I pull the trigger. The
bullet enters the brain and blood squirts on my
face. A river of blood is streaming out of the wound.
 
Henno Kloppers
Grade 9

Setting off on the quest for food in the harsh and
unforgiving world of the bushveld, I can hear the
dark blue thunder clouds rumbling in the distance.
Everywhere I look there are shadows creating a
scene where the veld looks like an Nguni cowhide,
spotted with light and darkness. On the ground
millions of craters have been formed after the rain
that plummeted down earlier that afternoon. The
sky is filled with different colours – the spectrum of
light some may call it. In the west the sun is
descending into its twelve-hour sleep. Water is
dripping from every plant creating movement,
sharpening my eyesight for every small detail.

THE HUNT

HEAD OF TUNGAY HOUSE
JESSE BARTH



BIRTHDAYS
 

Siphiwe Mpofu (4/04) Arron-Michael
Waugh (5/04)

Jordyn
Fraser (3/04)

Blessings
Chiluba (5/03)

Stefan 
Pretorius (7/03)

Brian 
Brits (9/04)

Sabonga 
Mdletshe (14/04)

Walther
de Bruin (20/03)

Siyabonga 
Mpofu (23/03)

Noah
Coffey (26/03)

Joshua
Hanekom (27/03)

Mihlali
August-Cato (2/03)

Luthando Nyandeni (24/03)


