
Trouble is, effective communication means different 
things to different people, and for sure, we can never sit 
on our laurels when it comes to communicating more 
effectively. We have intentionally upped our Facebook 
presence this year, just as we have done with our 
Instagram and Twitter feeds. There are almost daily 
updates of newsy snippets about life in boarding, sport 
and recreational time and if news on the choir has been 
absent, that is because we were all eagerly awaiting the 
first of our Wednesday concerts…which took place last 
week. Usually we plan our week from Wednesday to 
Wednesday and they fairly race by. When there is no 
concert to look forward to, however, then five 
consecutive school days tend to melt into an infinitesimal 
blur.
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In an attempt to keep up with the technological advances being 
made by the world wide web, we have been considering how to 
shift our regular communication with you, the parents and 
supporters of the school, from a bulky, weekly email attachment, 
to something more ‘with it’ and aligned to the capability of your 
laptop or cellphone.
 
This has been met with mixed reaction, but we thought it would! 
Some parents have indicated that they love getting a weekly 
newsletter, while others have commended us for our busy and 
newsworthy social media profile.
 
In doing some research we found that every school 
communicates in a manner best -uited to themselves, so there is 
not really a common blueprint to follow. What we want to do is 
keep you, the parent, informed about daily life here at school; 
provide you with photographic access to the activities of the 
boys; and also provide meaty, pertinent information, on time, that 
will allow you to plan more effectively.



The rehearsal schedule is demanding and there will not be 
much time for the sights and sounds of the Mother City, but we 
will appear at the Waterfront’s outdoor amphitheatre on 
Saturday morning and support a shave-a-thon there in aid of 
cancer, after which the boys will get some time to shop and 
spend all their money!
 
In all other respects school life continues at pace, with focus 
now turning to the next Wednesday concert (6 March) and of 
course, preparation for MIMS. Tickets have been selling at a 
rapid rate, so be sure to book yours as soon as possible.
 
Note too that we have a vibrant fringe festival this year, with 
featured artists on stage on both the Friday and Saturday 
evening of MIMS. With cold refreshments and a variety of tasty 
foods available, you should plan to settle down and relax in the 
tent and enjoy the additional festivities we will be putting on 
for you.
 
For now through, we have a scant three weeks left in this term, 
with tests, marks, report comments and reports to finalise 
before the boys head back home for a short Easter break.
 
Till next time,
GREG

You would have heard by now, if you were not at the concert, 
that it went off very well indeed. The repertoire is brand new…
not a single song had been sung in public by the Choir before 
and I must say, I enjoyed the freshness, the variety and the way 
the African set went. This still has to morph into a complete 
production and you can expect changes here and there, but all 
told, it was a very good start.
 
Congratulations too, to the New Boy Choir, who were very 
impressive!
 
Our communication plan then is to drive readers to our social 
media platforms and to make the weekly In Tune, a 
parent/guardian tool for disseminating critical information. We 
post on social media, photos aplenty for parents to pour over 
and once the concerts commence there should be even more for 
you to see.
 
We are also relooking our website with a view to making it 
cleaner and more easily accessible to both the school 
community and outside readers. These changes take time, but 
watch this space.
 
Some snippets of life on campus:  
One of the unique features of our school is its geographical 
location. With that come surprises that few other schools 
experience or have to deal with. For example, nowhere in my 
initial teacher training did I attend a module on, “maintaining 
class control whilst dealing with a baboon at the window.” But, I 
suppose one should expect some distraction from the boys when 
a furry neighbour drops in for a visit.
 
The boys also continually surprise me with their unique abilities. 
At last glance we had 2,3K of hits on our Valentine’s Day song 
and the number is growing daily. No doubt the girls’ schools with 
whom we established contact over Valentine’s Day contributed 
in considerable measure to the rating, but even so, the song is 
witty and light-hearted. Could this be the portent of something 
interesting lying ahead of us in the 2019 concert repertoire?
 
Midterm break was enjoyed by the boys and the staff and the 
campus had a ghostly air about it for the few days we were away. 
That all changed with the return of the boys and as preparations 
began for the boys who were selected to attend Starlight 
Classics.
 
Those boys departed on Tuesday morning and I shall join them 
on Friday. Rand Merchant Bank, hosts of the event, are one of 
our major funders, so it is imperative that we “give back,” to 
these very generous folk, by performing at our very best and by 
being courteous and professional throughout. 

"The boys also 
continually surprise 

me with their 
unique abilities."



MUSIC

In 2019 we are celebrating 25 Years of Freedom in South Africa.  Our country 
has come a long way in terms of building bridges between different races and 
cultures. We are nowhere close to living in complete harmony as a nation, and 
so we felt that it is important for us, a leading exponent in the performing arts, 

to do our part in highlighting injustices of the past and mending the wounds 
that have clearly not yet healed amongst many people.

 
At the same time, we have the privilege of being the first choir ever to perform 
a little-known collection of African songs that depict impressions of Apartheid 

life in Johannesburg.  Both the poet (Lewis Nkosi) and composer (Stanley 
Glasser) are South African exiles who carried on fighting and protesting the 
situation in our country from the UK, where they were commissioned by the 

world-renowned King’s Singers (an a cappella ensemble) to creat a collection of 
songs titled “LALELA ZULU” (colloquially translated as “Listen to things Zulu”). 
 The composer passed away in August 2018 and it is only now that any group, 

other than the King’s Singers, were able to gain access to the score.
Our new Folklore programme is firmly centred around the 6 songs in this cycle, 

and we have added a number of other indigenous songs to build a narrative 
around the inequality of African citizens of our country under the oppression of 

the government at the time.
 

It is especially important for us to tell this story, since most of the boys in our 
school are blissfully unaware of many aspects of our country’s history, so this 

programme is a wonderful teaching moment.
 

At the same time, it becomes a wonderful juxtaposition on stage, since our 
boys, who range across cultures and language groups, can perform on stage as 

a united force, without any cultural or racial barriers between them.
 

The programme is by no means “finished” or “ready” at the moment, and we are 
still in the process of adding new songs and narratives to create the final 

Folklore Set.  We invite all members of the audience to send their feedback 
after seeing the performance, so that we can gain an understanding of how 

people experience the show.  After the first concert, we have already 
implemented a few changes and we will keep doing so until we are happy with 

it.
 

Bernard Kruger & Tobias Stuckelberger
 Artistic team



WEDNESDAY 
CONCERT 

(20/02)

Congratulations to everyone 
involved in this introduction of 
2019 showcases - a complete new 
set of works for the 1st half and 
the African half of the 
performance. The second half of 
the performance is dedicated to 
celebrating 25 years of freedom - 
'Lalela Zulu' (Listen to Zulu).
 
Thank you to all our guests - 
locally and internationally, and to 
our parents for joining. Thank you 
also to the old boys that joined, 
especially the big group from 
Kearsney College. As is tradition, 
the old boys were invited to join 
for 'Shosholoza'. Thank you of 
course to our guest artist, Mezzo 
Soprano, Marika Schultze.



Thank you to our guests from Switzerland, Reiner Schneider-
Waterberg (baritone) and Dominic Chamot (piano), who blew us away 
with their talents spanning from Beethoven, to Gershwin to 
Boerneef, to Henry Mancini, to Claude-Michel Schönberg. Well done 
to our boys for performing their first public concert - with only a few 
days' work!
 
 

SUMMER SOIREE

NATHAN JULIUS
A group of our singing students had the privilege of hearing Nathan 
Julius (DBCS Class of 2013) sing at Hilton College, in his show 
entitled 'Mon Voyage'. Great to see our old boys succeeding! Nathan 
is currently studying Early Music at the Musik-Akademie der Stadt 
Basel in Switzerland. 

Some of our boys recently performed at Montecasino, 
for a New Years Celebration for the Japanese who live 

and work in South Africa. The event had 400-500 
guests, who thoroughly enjoyed the boys' 

performance, the photo opportunity with them 
afterwards,and they enjoyed buying some of our CDs. 

The boys sang 'Hanu wa saku' ('Flowers may bloom'), 
which is a song that was written after the tsunami in 

2011, and is very special to Japanese people. They 
followed this with 'Does your mother know' and 

'Shosholoza'.
 

Since our very successful tour to Japan in 2017, this 
was the start of bridging South Africa and Japan 

together, and we hope for more opportunities for 
relationship-building.

JAPANESE PERFORMANCE
MUSIC



 
23/01: 

ALL Grade 9 boys, special Mention to Sashin Rathinasamy, Oratile Pega, 
Ndalo Gumede

New Boys: Nathan v Jaarsveld, Liyasa Masilela, Sky Govender, Juleo Naidu, 
Lutho Ngaleka, Ndalo Tshaka, Levi Perry, Bjorn Krüger, Arron-Michael 

Waugh
 

30/01:
LJ Hay, Samkelo Mdakane, Geo Kirsten, Ben Samasuwo, Angus 

Sommerville, Caleb Saks, Aidan McArthur, Sashin Rathinasamy, Michael de 
Goede

New Boys: Sky Govender, Bjorn Kruger, Rohan Naidoo, Nathan van 
Jaarsveld, Reinhardt Neuper, Juleo Naidu, Lutho Ngaleka, Arron-Michael 

Waugh, Levi Perry
 

6/02:
Brian Brits, Matthew Tucker, Damien Butt, Tjama Keta, Brett Fernihough, 

Xander Erasmus
New Boys: Phenyo Mulaudzi, Rohan Naidoo, William Lingenfelder, Bjorn 
Kruger, Levi Perry, Rheinhardt Neuper, Angus Thomson, Lutho Ngaleka, 

Connor McLennan
 

13/02:
LJ Hay & Luan Wakeford (immense help with New Boy tea setup training), 

Brett Fernihough (the Thinking Chorister)
New Boys: Mish Cato, Bjorn Kruger, Michael Erfort, Reinhardt Neuper, 

Juleo Naidu, Lutho Ngaleka, Levi Perry
 

20/2:
Best Voice Group: Altos

Chorister(s) of the week: Mohau Tladi
Commendable Performances: Thando Ndlovu, Noah Coffey, Awande 

Kheswa, Khwezi Msimang, Olerato Pega, Caleb Saks, Kigen Chepkonga, 
Brett Fernihough, Luthando Nyandeni, Olwethu Nkonyane, Tristan 

Hellberg, Jesse Barth, Michael de Goede, Vhuthi Siwada, Marco Marais, 
Ntando Mbele, Albert Sibanda

Outstanding Soloist(s): Angus Sommerville
 

New Boys - Commendable Perormance(s) of the week: Liyasa Masilela, 
Phenyo Mulaudzi, Bjorn Kruger, Charlie Brown, Connor McLennan, 

Michael Erfort
 

27/02:
New Boy(s) of the Week: Phenyo Mulaudzi, Bjorn Kruger, Michael Erfort, 

Rohan Naidoo, Reinhardt Neuper, Lutho Ngaleka, Levi Perry
 
 

MUSIC 
AWARDS



NEW BOYS 
INDUCTION 
CEREMONY

On Saturday, 2 February, our new boys were officially inducted into the school by way of their Grade 9 Mentors 
returning their ties back to them - a sign of a fully-fledged Drakie. The boys sang 'Panis Angelicus', to which 
they received a standing encore. They also recited the school's core values.
 
During these three weeks, the boys have been introduced to training status programme, and most boys have 
passed 3-5 tests (out of 30 to achieve Concert Choir status) already. Thank you to our parents for motivating 
and supporting our boys during this process.
 
Thank you to all our Music staff for your unwavering determination and hard work.



January's 'Boarder of the month' 
is proudly awarded to Levi Perry 

(Griffin House) and Sky 
Govender (Tungay House) 

*This award (in the form of cake) 
is awarded for things such as 

good manners, behaviour, 
passing inspection, and 

punctuality.

BOARDING

It has been a pleasure to welcome 26 new boys into our family; they have 
integrated quickly and well into the school. 

It has been a very busy start to the year. We have already staged two 
concerts, taken part in Wagendrift, hosted a gala, and competed in the 
Midmar Mile. We are looking forward to participating in Mudman on 

Sunday.
 

We have also had some free time, enjoying activities such as biking, 
hiking, swimming, baking, watching movies, building forts and playing 
games in the Shark Tank. Time has flown and we have already made 

many memories just six weeks into the school year. We look forward to 
many more interesting times in the months ahead. 

 
A big thank you goes to all staff members who are always willing to go an 

extra mile just to make this place feel like home.
 

Sanele Zikhali
Head of Boarding



Our boys were treated to a lovely picnic 
outside the Shark Tank yesterday (due to 

rainy weather), complete with non-alcoholic 
champagne! Thank you to our dedicated 
Kitchen staff and Mrs Linde for all your 

efforts! The boys were then made to feel 
special with some Valentine's cards from 

some girls schools.

VALENTINE'S 
DAY PICNIC 

SUPPER



ACADEMICS  
Having the opportunity to benchmark ourselves at Grade 7 
and Grade 9 level is hugely valuable and I believe that we 

will see the benefits of this process as the years unfold.
 

I have commented before about the weight of responsibility 
that our boys carry in learning to manage their time 

effectively. They are constantly juggling academic and 
music demands while trying to maintain a healthy balance 
of work and leisure. The countless boys who have moved 
on from our ranks to excel in other schools and society at 
large underlines the value of the rigorous programme that 

occupies our boys on a daily basis. It is an immense 
privilege to be part of a such a significant developmental 

process.
 

Dave Cato
Head of Academics

As we approach the end of the seventh week of the 
school year there is reason to be well-pleased with the 

academic thrust that has prevailed to date.
 

My initial and most important comment is that every 
teacher has worked professionally and with great 

purpose since the outset of the year. I have sensed a 
renewed energy in our personnel ranks, which is 

exciting. I have also seen the boys tackle their 
academics with a greater sense of pride and urgency, 
which is encouraging. The number of merits that have 

been issued every week for academics ratifies this 
trend.

 
In my earlier communication I made mention of the 
initiatives that are being introduced this year. The 12 

Club for Term 1 has been named, the inter-house 
general knowledge quiz is imminent and you will see a 
diligence symbol for each subject on your son’s report 

at the end of the term.
 

The introduction of a more formal Information 
Technology (IT) course is proving to be an essential 

addition to our subject offering and the inclusion of IT 
and Art marks in the (weighted) average adds value to 

the full spectrum of academic pursuits.
 

As part of the strategy to raise the academic bar, the 
2018 Grade 7s wrote standardised tests at the end of 

last year in English, Afrikaans and Mathematics. These 
tests were written by a cohort of students in Kwa-Zulu 
Natal and Gauteng. I received the results this week; the 
news for Drakies is very good. Our boys scored above 

the cohort average in English, Afrikaans and 
Mathematics Paper 2. Along similar lines, the 2018 

Grade 9s wrote externally set exams in Mathematics, 
English and Afrikaans Home Language. Five boys 

achieved distinctions in Mathematics as did our only 
candidate for Afrikaans (HL). 



On 15 January, our boys spent 
the academic day covering 
typical Life Orientation topics, 
but tailored to our unique 
situation. The topics of Hiking 
craft, Effective communication, 
Touring etiquette, Birding, 
Integrity, Leadership, and 'The 
Real Man' were covered by 
various experts in the field such 
as Rod de Villiers and Daryl 
Schreiber (Passed Thru Fire).
The following topics were 
explored during the talks:
Hiking Craft:
*How to get the most out of 
hiking
*The dangers of hiking
*Hiking tips
*How to pack your backpack
Birding:
*How to identify 20 different 
local birds
*The difference between flight 
styles
The boys did a paper plane 
exercise where they times 
flights between small vs wide 
wingspans.
Touring:
*What is expected of the boys
*Code of Conduct for touring
*Wrongdoing examples

BERG & 
BEYOND



14 February 2019:
Grade 9

Henno Klopper – Maths; EMS
Luke Janse van Vuuren – Maths; EMS

Luke Torres – Maths; EMS
Ben Samasuwo – EMS

Sentle Seitlheko – EMS
Dylan Palm – EMS

Neo Ramalitse – EMS
Jordyn Fraser – EMS

Stanley Horing – EMS
Albert Sibanda – Maths

Luthando Nyandeni – Maths
Ndalo Gumede – Maths

Noah Coffey – Maths
Kabo Madi – Maths

Oratile Pega – Maths 
 

Grade 7
Karabo Machepha – Maths x 2

Bupe Chiluba – Maths x 2
Tshiamo Boikhutso – EMS

Mohau Tladi – Maths
Daniel van Jaarsveld – Maths

Seth Brown – Maths
Kigen Chepkonga – History

Reece Olsen – History
Walther de Bruin – History

Juleo Naidu – History
Lutho Ngaleka – History

 
Grade 6

Wade Breedt – Maths
 

Grade 4/5
Angus Thomson – SS
Ethan Seagreen – SS

Nicholas Robinson – SS
Bjorn Kruger – SS

Thando Ndlovu – SS
Phenyo Mulaudzi – SS

Rohan Naidoo - SS
 
 

24 January 2019: 
Grade 9

Jesse Barth - Maths
Ben Samasuwo – Maths

 
Grade 8

Nkazimulo Mabaso – Maths
 

Grade 7
Xander Erasmus – Maths
Lunga Mazibuko – Maths

Lathitha Mhlongo – Maths
Juleo Naidu – Maths

Ndalo Tshaka – Maths
Fin Dalrymple – isiZulu

 
Grade 6

Charlie Brown – Maths
Brian Brits – Maths

Michael Erfort – Maths
Brett Fernihough – Maths

Tjama Keta – Maths
Khwezi Msimang – Maths

 
Grade 5

Bjorn Kruger – English
Rohan Naidoo – English

29 January 2019:
Grade 7

Juleo Naidu – Maths
Ndalo Tshaka – Maths

 
Grade 6

Charlie Brown – Maths
Brian Brits – Maths

Michael Erfort – Maths
Ashim Lawson – Maths

William Lingenfelder - Maths
Khwezi Msimang – Maths

Joshua Stuart - Maths

ACADEMIC 
MERITS



28 February 2019:
Grade 9
Jesse Barth – Maths
Matthew Beuster – Maths x 2
Jordyn Fraser – Maths
Ndalo Gumede – Maths 
Henno Klopper – Maths 
Marco Marais – Maths 
Ntando Mbele – Maths
Connor McKenzie – Maths
Dylan Palm – Maths
Neo Ramalitse – Maths
Sashin Rathinasamy – Maths x 2
Ben Samasuwo – Maths
Sentle Seitlheko – Maths x 2 
Angus Sommerville – Maths 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACADEMIC 
MERITS

28 February 2019:
Grade 9
Kabo Madi
Connor McKenzie
Ben Samasuwo
Luthando Nyandeni
Luke Torres
Henno Klopper
Dylan Palm
 
 
 
 

GENERAL 
MERITS

Grade 8
Luan Wakeford – EMS

Geo Kirsten – EMS; NS
Matthew Frattaroli – EMS

Blessings Chiluba – EMS
Damien Butt – EMS

Levi Perry – NS
Kieran Griffin – NS

LJ Hay – NS
Nkazimulo Mabaso – NS

Grade 7
Reece Olsen – NS; History
Lutho Ngaleka – NS; History
Juleo Naidu – NS; History; Maths; 
(CERTIFICATE for 10 merits)
Fin Dalrymple – NS; History
Walther de Bruin – NS; History
Kigen Chepkonga – NS; History
Zipho Mpofu – History
Liyasa Masilela – History
Karabo Machepha – History
Tshiamo Boikhutso – History
Mohau Tladi – Maths
Xander Erasmus – Maths
Bupe Chiluba – Maths
 
Grade 6
Tjama Keta – isiZulu
Awande Kheswa – isiZulu
Khwezi Msimang – isiZulu
Nqubeko Xaba – isiZulu
 

GENERAL 
MERITS

Grade 8
Michael de Goede

LJ Hay
Nkazimulo Mabaso

Siya Mpofu
Caleb Saks

Grade 7
Mohau Tladi

Daniel van Jaarsveld
Aidan McArthur
Hanu Erasmus
Sky Govender

Ethan Seagreen



On 17 February, 30 of our boys did the Blue Grotto trail at 
the Drakensberg Sun. Accompanied by Mrs Kinghorn, Mrs 
Cato, Mr Goldhawk and Miss Cato, they made their way to 
the waterfall for a swim and a snack before heading back to 
school. Lots of fun was had!

BLUE GROTTO HIKE

Congratulations to 26 of our boys, and two staff members 
(Mrs Linde and Ms Alcock), for completing the world's 
largest open water swim - the aQuellé Midmar Mile! A 
special well done to those who swam the event for the 
first time. The day threatened with rain, but in the end all 
turned out well - complete with busking for bread! Thank 
you to all our Drakies families for joining us!

MIDMAR

SPORT



INTERHOUSE 
GALA

 
Well done to all our boys who 
swam on 16 February in our 
annual Interhouse Gala - you 
showed true sportsmanship! 
Congratulations to the Eagles (216 
points) for beating the Hawks (190 
points). Thank you to all staff 
involved, and thank you to the 
dads who swam the annual Dads 
vs Grade 9s vs Staff Tube race.
 
 
Well done to our boys who 
performed the best in each age 
group:
Back: Charlie Brown, Arron-
Michael Waugh, Daniel van 
Jaarsveld, Connor McKenzie. 
Front: Walther de Bruin, Angus 
Thomson & Damien Butt.



WAGENDRIFT 
CHALLENGE

Well done to all our boys who 
participated in either the swim, 
biathlon, or triathlon - in teams or 
individual. We won the School 
Award for having the most boys 
enter and finish the event. Thank 
you to some of our Drakies 
families for joining us for a fun 
day!
 
Congratulations to the following 
boys for winning their categories:
Half Biathlon - Junior: V. Siwadi
Half Triathlon - Junior Junior: Z. 
Mpofu
Half Triathlon - Junior Junior: B. 
Fernihough & S. Pretorius 
Half Triathlon - Junior: N. Ngcobo
Triathlon - Junior: T. Boikhutso, 
O. Nkonyane & F. Snyman



For WRAD, or World Read Aloud Day, I 
naturally seized the opportunity to 
encourage the boys to engage with the 
page! Trying to get a boy to read is a 
constant struggle. No great fireworks 
were planned, just a quiet reading of 
an extract from The Diary of Ann Frank 
for the seniors and a lively group 
performance reading of The 
Jabberwocky for the Gr4/5 class. The 
‘magic’ of education happened in both 
instances, and this is rich reward for a 
teacher.
 
Anne Frank sparked a list of readers 
reserving the book. I deliberately 
selected a heroine as opposed to a 
hero, as I am always conscious of the 
propensity of a mostly male society to 
underestimate strength in their female 
counterparts. I wanted them to learn 
respect for women in the absence of 
tutelage from their own mothers 
and/or sisters. One young lad in Gr 8, 
committed outdoor adventurist and 
self-proclaimed non-reader, arrived 
back from half-term and proudly 
showed me the books he had bought. 
This was a totally unexpected, fist-
pump moment for me. If I’d hand-
picked someone to autonomously seek 
out books it would not have been this 
lad. Educational win or not?
 
 
 
 
 
 

His choices were great, reflecting what 
he is currently studying and has become 
interested in. Moms and dads, in a sea of 
post mid-term break stories about new 
technology and new brand specific shoes 
purchased for the status so sorely sought 
by teens, this was gold! If nothing else, 
Ann Frank will be a name remembered by 
a select few who chose to honour her 
memory by reading her diary. For me, the 
consequent spawning of a boy reader is 
priceless.
 
The Gradies were enthralled when I did a 
reading performance of The 
Jabberwocky. Their large eyes and 
mesmerized focus as I roamed the 
classroom dramatizing the piece was 
reward enough. But what followed was an 
energetic engagement in a group 
performance of their own. It may not 
have been Oscars material but the 
passion and commitment certainly were. 
Unbeknown to them, they fell in love with 
those words, as nonsensical as they are. 
And somewhere, perhaps in YOUR son, a 
reader is born. I maximized the creative 
spark and had them draw their imagined 
Jabberwocky for homework. That they 
were inspired is clear and I have included 
some photos of their work to celebrate 
this creative burst.
 
 

There is so much to recommend 
reading aloud to your children, even in 
high school. But I have seen the proof 
with my own eyes. Moms and Dads, 
please read to your families. It is how a 
love for language and communication 
is formed.
 
Pamela Couzyn

READING IS 
(W)RAD!

 



 
 
I’m eternally proud of my very unique school. The past week has been most exciting and 
wonderful. I’ve strived to do my best in all my subjects. I’m feeling so proud of this school 
that I can’t contain it anymore; the famous artists that come here every now and then are 
so talented and such good musicians. Drakensberg Boys Choir School has a good 
reputation and I want to continue that reputation but just make it better every time. The 
students at this exquisite school are very loyal, honest and respectful and I’m sure will 
continue to follow that. There are many differences about this school from my old school 
and I think it is better than my last school. The people in my old school wouldn’t greet 
anyone at all; they’d just walk past you and not even wave. I’m sure that this school is 
where I belong. I’m proud of being a Drakie!

SCHOOL 
PRIDE

 

 
"It was good and fun. It was tiring." - Angus Thomson
"it was very nice - being in front of the public, singing, and how they applauded for us." - Arron-Michael Waugh
"i was really excited, it was fun." - Joshua Hanekom
"It was very good - everyone knew their parts and everyone did their jobs very well." - Hanu Erasmus
"It was exciting. I never thought I'd perform, and it was packed. I'd never had that lighting in my face." - Ndalo Tshaka
"It was amazing. The people were very supportive.|I didn't think we'd perform in a Wednesday concert until we had 
concert status so that was nice." - Lutho Ngaleka
"I kinda felt scared, and I felt that I was already in the choir." - Nqubeko Xaba
"It was interesting - I found it fun and it was nice preparing for it. It was a nice experience." - William Lingenfelder 
"I enjoyed it, it was very fun. I thought I was gonna die on the campus tour 'cos of people asking questions - Nathan van 
Jaarsveld
"I thought it was very fun. I was nervous but it was cool." - Connor McLennan
"I think it went very well. I wasn't that nervous 'cos I'd practiced over and over again. I was a bit embarrassed 'cos I was the 
bell boy, and almost went deaf'." - Juleo Naidu
"I thought it went well, and I really enjoyed programme selling. I really enjoyed the song, and it was a great opportunity to 
show what new boys can do." - Phenyo Mulaudzi
"I was very excited and I was happy to see my parents." - Sky Govender
"I was excited and happy, and I was grateful for getting to go on stage with somebody from Sweden." - Rohan Naidoo
"It felt amazing because it felt good to be part of something -our first concert in our Drakie career!" - Liyasa Masilela
"I liked it. It was fun." - Mish August-Cato
"It was fun and inteseresting how there were a lot of people. I didn't expect that many people." - Reeve Venkatesan

WEDNESDAY 
CONCERT 

REFLECTIONS
 

We asked some of our New Boys their thoughts and feelings about their FIRST concert:
Old Boy, Ethan Seagreen commented about their performance: "They didn't get distracted 

which was good. It was nice for them to perform in French."
 

"I felt excited. It was nice when the roses dropped on us." - Abake Moyo
"It was nerve-racking 'cos there was so many people watching us and the lights, but fun. It felt 

like we were meant to be on stage." - Ashim Lawson
"I felt very proud." - Charlie Brown

"I felt nervous, but excited at the same time." - Tito Mhlongo

We are so proud of one of our Grade 5 boys, Phenyo Mulaudzi, for writing 
this piece, entitled 'School Pride'.



"I wanna go home" prompted an 
impromptu decision from Graham Beyers 
(DBCS Class of 1986) to stop in at Drakies 
recently, en route to Durban, from Port 
Elizabeth. Beyers was last here over 30 
years ago, and is now starting a Music 

department at the SA Maritime and 
Transport College in Durban.

Since leaving Drakies, Graham went on to 
Grey High School (PE) and studied Music 
in Cape Town. He proudly stated that he 
never needed any further in-ear training 

for his career as a Music teacher and 
worldwide performer, playing trombone, 

saxophone and bass.

ALUMNI
 

Thanks to Jean Grobler (Drakie Class of 
'98), all the way from New York, who 
joined our New Boys' Assembly. After 

Drakies, Jean went to St Alban's, followed 
by studying Music in Liverpool. He was 

then offered a job to write music for 
films in New York. 2.5 years later, he 

started the band St Lucia, which has seen 
lots of success worldwide, with three 

albums launched.
Jean attributed a lot of his success to 
Drakies, highlighting the disciplined 

learning, and the surroundings (river, 
hiking, being able to see stars). He 

encouraged the new boys to embrace 
being here - receiving this much 

attention, and being in nature.
"This was the most important experience 

of my life."
 

Drakies old boys who are now at Kearsney College, 
seen at the first 2019 Wednesday Concert

Drakie Old Boy, Elmar Nel (Std 5 - 
1976) popped in to visit us, and 

quickly spotted his old Blues & Jabots, 
displayed in Recepetion. He spoke 

about his year as an avid tennis and 
rugby player, playing tennis on the 

school property, near the river. 
He was amazed how different the 

school was, since there were only two 
dorms in his day, with a camping 

ground at the bottom of the property, 
and only 80 boys enrolled. Nel 

explained how the choir was split into 
two - each named after their 

conductor, swapping performances 
every alternate Wednesday.



Ethan Seagreen (30/01)

BIRTHDAYS
 

Benjamin Samasuwo (5/02) Hanu Erasmus (14/02)NqubekoXaba (7/01) Angus Sommerville (8/01)

Karabo Machepha (16/01) Jesse Barth (18/02) Kabo Madi (20/01) Nicholas Robinson (21/02)

Kieran Griffin (22/02) Keenan Beeslaar (24/02) Louis Hay (5/01)

Oratile Pega (1/03)



UPCOMING 
EVENTS

 


