
Spring is in the air, despite the slight winter chill and fires that have 
pervaded the school this past week. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank the School community for producing yet another great MiMs weekend. In particular, I 
would like to thank all the boys for their tremendous resilience, dedication and professionalism during the preparation and the event 
itself. We 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

GOODBYE TO STEVEN AND MELANIE…CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

As I write this message, a group of the boys are preparing for the Starlight Classics show and the Durban Golf Day. The 
boys that are staying at school will also have a great week to look forward to. They are going to be preparing for a 
‘home’ concert on Wednesday, continue passing their tests (New Boys) and perhaps getting a little surprise in 
between.  

This is the last newsletter in which we can bid farewell to Steven and Melanie Wellbeloved. Their last concert will be 
next Wednesday, before they depart for Australia. 

 I was very fortunate to start my tenure at DBCS with Steven well entrenched in the position of Tours and Concerts 
Manager. At the time Steven worked under Johann Van Der Sandt, but it was not long before I invited him to join the 
management team of the school. This is a decision I will certainly never regret.  

Steven and Melanie have, over the years, worked closely with staff, parents, boys and the broader community. In each 
one of these areas, they have nurtured a relationship of trust, commitment and above all integrity. 

I would like to wish Steven and Melanie a wonderful life in Australia – I am very confident that they will make a great 
success of this exciting new adventure. 

We are, however, very fortunate to welcome Tanya Hildebrand into the school. Tanya will be taking over from Steven, 
in his position of Concerts and Tours Manager. She has spent the last few weeks receiving a comprehensive handover, 
and will be looking after arrangements going forward. I would like to wish her all the best going forward – it is a very 
responsible position within the school and I am sure she is going to do an outstanding job.  

As you read this Take Note today, it is our first School Golf Day in Durban. I would like to wish the DPA and the KZN 
team all the best of luck in pulling off, what is anticipated to be, a spectacular Golf Day at the Durban Country Club. I 
am sure it is going to be a wonderful day for everyone concerned. 

Enjoy the weekend. 

 

Andrew Stead 
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NEWS FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

CHOIR AWARDS FOR THIS PAST WEEK 

COMMENDABLE PERFORMANCES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Voice group of the concert: Tenors 
 

    

OUTSTANDING SOLOIST 

   

   

Alex Brits 

 

Luke Jansen van Vuuren 

 

Odirile Mokoma 

 

Liam Muller 

 

Dian Botha 

 

Michael de Goede 
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NEW BOYS OF THE WEEK 

 

CHORISTER OF THE WEEK SOLOIST OF THE CONCERT 

 

Nathaniel Stoffels 

 

Neo Ramalitse 

 

   

   

Brett Fernihough 

 

Richard Hildebrand 

 

Matthew Frattaroli 

 

Siya Mpofu 

 

Ntando Ngcobo 

 

Vhuthi Siwada 

 

 

Awande Kheswa 
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GRADE 9 FUND 

The following merchandise are available: 

 

DBCS branded sport bag, ideal for roadshows, Midmar, sport events, going home for midterm @ R300 

Metal keyring (nice gifts) @ R50 

DBCS puppy keyring @ R75 

Button @ R15 

Car stickers @ R5/R10 

Coffee mug (once off special addition) @ R70 

Beanie @ R60 

Scarf @ R75 

 

Please contact Mari Muller directly at 0828234734 to order any of the above. 

The boys can swipe their cards to buy beanies and scarves from Mrs Du Randt at the school. 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Sean and Liesl Groenewald on the birth of their twin daughters. Both babies are out of ICU 
and at home. Tiaan and Pierre are very proud older brothers! 

Cassidy Clarissa 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

NEWS FROM THE MARKETING DEPARTMENT 
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Please support the DBCS by applying for your “My School Card”. There is no 
cost involved for you and it benefits the DBCS by you just swiping it. 

You can fill in your application form at the DBCS and you will receive your card 
immediately. 

Families, friends and supporters of the DBCS can also apply for their own card 
and use it to benefit the DBCS. 
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SNIPPETS FROM THE SAN 

  

THULE SPECIAL FOR DBCS: 

 

“Blue” 25L backpacks for the Noёl tour – R1350 normal retail is R1700. 

 

 

 
 



 

 
9 

 SNIPPETS FROM THE SAN 

                                                                       An Open letter to DBCS Parents 

 

Dear Valued Parents 

I hereby extend my humble apologies to those of you that send WhatsApp messages my way. The truth is that 
I rarely receive them, and your chances of getting a reply are virtually non-existent. The signal failure 
responsible for this glitch has nothing (well, not much) to do with my chronological age, although I will touch 
on that aspect later. 

The primary factor at play lies with my cellphone service provider, as our charming little valley is not blessed 
with a Cell C signal. My phone calls are thus routed via Vodacom towers, but sadly, data access doesn’t 
receive the same courtesy. I have now accumulated gazillions of available bytes on my silly (not smart) phone. 
Considering the outrageous cost of data usage in our country, I must be sitting on a small fortune. 

“Aah – but there is school Wi-Fi!” some may protest. Not at my house, there isn’t. And anyway, everyone 
knows that the DBCS internet connection can be a bit dodgy. 

Because of the above, I am both unable and unwilling to employ WhatsApp as my main means of 
communication. Also, I am not sixteen. 

Let me explain the reference to age. WhatsApp - and all its bizarre groups one unwittingly become part of – 
seems to be something designed for the millennial generation. Because it’s a product of an adolescent need 
for instant gratification and peer-approval, WhatsApp communication tends to be informal and somewhat 
immature. Who wants to decorate a missive to their boss or client with ridiculous little faces! Personally, I 
prefer to communicate in a more adult manner. 

When mentioning this conundrum to my eighteen-year-old son, I received a characteristically succinct 
response. At least it comprised more than one syllable. “Evolve,” he said. 

Now, intellectually I have no problem with evolving. In fact, I consider adaptability to be an invaluable skill 
that ought to be pursued and embraced. But the Digital Age has brought a few changes that simply scare 
and/or annoy me. The upside is Google, though. The information freak in me absolutely adores Google! 

Sillyphones, on the other hand, drive me up the wall. I detest being at the stupid device’s beck and call all day. 
I don’t want to be contactable while performing daily ablutions. I am FOMO-free and believe that LOL is a 
huge mistake that should mean lots of love. Social media arouses similar feelings. I have real friends in the real 
world. The only reason for me to go on Facebook would be to tell everyone to get a life. And to ask if any of 
them actually do any work. 

So, Dear Parents, may I suggest that it is in everyone’s interests if you contact me via e-mail or telephone as 
we move forward. At the same time, I seek to reassure you that I am attending to both my cellphone 
connectivity difficulties and last-century mentality. 

 

Yours faithfully. 

Sister Lianne 

 



 

 
10 

 

 
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE FOLLOWING STAFF MEMBERS 

Kyle Kroats 

2 September 

 

Melanie Wellbeloved 

30 August  

 

 

Andrew Stead 

28 August 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 



 

 

 

DATE EVENT TIME 

25 August Durban Golf Day 

Staff Briefing 

 

10:20-10:40 

26 August Choir 08:00-12:00 

27 August Chapel 

SCA 

10:00-11:00 

18:00-19:00 

28 August ABRSM Practical Exams 

Staff Briefing 

Assembly 

Prefects Tea 

 

07:20-07:30 

07:25-07:45 

10:40-11:40 

29 August ABRSM Practical Exams  

30 August Wednesday Concert 15:30-17:30 

31 August-4 
September 

Mid Term Break  

 

Calendar 25 August – 3 September 2017 
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