
This is the penultimate Take Note for the second term. Although 
the year is passing quickly, the boys have had little time to 
recuperate and relax since the mid-term break with exams, 
concerts, conferences and preparation for Japan. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank the School community for producing yet another great MiMs weekend. In particular, I 
would like to thank all the boys for their tremendous resilience, dedication and professionalism during the preparation and the event 
itself. We 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE HEAD 

JAPANESE SALARYMEN…CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

 
I am glad that some now have a four-week holiday, which I trust will be restful and rejuvenating for them. They have 
worked very hard this year so far – the remainder of the year is going to be busy with touring, concerts and a Noёl 
Tour – it never stops at Drakies.  

On a more serious note to those parents whose boys will be in Japan, I would like to inform you about 
communication protocols from the school’s perspective: 

1. You will be updated on a regular basis on social media channels throughout the duration of the tour. In the 

event of an emergency where you need to contact the tour manager, please do so by contacting me, and I 

will in turn communicate the emergency with the respective tour manager. Unfortunately, we do not share 

the tour managers’ cell phone numbers, as some parents phone non-stop, for unnecessary reasons.  

2. The tour managers will be Mr Wellbeloved (Injasuthi Choir / Group 1) and Mr Linde (Cathkin Choir / Group 2). 

I will be in regular contact with them. 

3. If there is any emergency on tour, it is critical that all parties follow these lines of communication:     

 The tour manager will contact me directly. 

 I will then inform the Chairman of the board immediately (at this stage, we will endeavour to 

contain boys contacting parents until step C has been followed.) This avoids confusion and any 

panic that such communication may cause. 

 We will then disseminate the information to the particular parent(s), in the event of individual 

hospitalisation, for example.  If it involves the whole group, then the DPA chair will be notified, 

and thereafter the parent body.  

The reason for these protocols, is that information and (if needed) action can be initiated as swiftly as possible; to 
ensure the best results ensue. It is an enormous responsibility to take children overseas and we need to fully 
cooperate with and entrust the staff on the ground to handle any situation, as best they can. We do this to ensure 
your son’s safety and to facilitate your comfort, while he is experiencing something very special. 

We are currently finalising the calendar for term three and more importantly for 2018. We will mail this to you, 
along with the final Take Note of this term. 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Andrew Stead 
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17 JUNE 2017 – SPRINGBOKS VS FRANCE 

History in the making, the Drakensberg Boys Choir singing the National Anthems. 

 

 

 

 

“A VOCAL MASTERCLASS” 

“Incredibly special, the crowd at Growthpoint Park and the South African team have just been treated to a 
vocal masterclass by the world famous Drakensberg Boys Choir School” so said the television commentator to 
Saturday’s match between the Boks and the French. 

What a privilege it was indeed to hear the boys sing the national anthems, and in particular our anthem set to 
a truly African beat from that huge drum. This was a fitting moment during our golden jubilee year to see the 
boys in their distinctive blues and jabots sing for the rugby faithful and the nation. 

The previous week, we witnessed most of the new recruits to the Bok side being reduced to tears during the 
national anthem. During the past week, we saw two haka’s – one by the Samoan team and then another by the 
All Blacks in reply. To top the week off, we then had the choir, standing in special formation, sing the South 
African national anthem.  There were no tears this time as the debutants had earned their stripes, but the 
SuperSport coverage picked up many a Springbok belting out the anthem this past Saturday. Such was the 
passion that is generated. 

The school’s link to the sport did not end at the national anthems, as Xola Ntshinga, the anchor for the 
television studio discussions, is also an old boy of the school.  

Attending the match was a wonderful experience, particularly as I sat with the Drakies’ no. 1 supporters and 
experienced the game with them. Much laughter and fun was had by all. Oh and of course, we also won the 
game. 

Mike van Vuren 

Chairman of the Board 

 

 

Andrew Stead, Jo-Anne Stead and 
Mike van Vuren  
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SOME MORE RUGBY MOMENTS 

 

 

  

  

Ready for action! 

Old boy, Andrew van Vuren enjoying the 
match with the Drakies 

Anthony and Ann Gray supporting the Springboks 

Focused and ready to impress What an experience 
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NEWS FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT  

CHOIR AWARDS FOR THE PAST WEEK 

COMMENDABLE PERFORMANCES CONCERT CHOIR 

Douglas Yazbek 

 

Ben Samasuwo 

 

Obakhe Delubom 

 

Okuhle Madondo 

 

Sihle Manonyane 

 

Ayanda Ninela 

  

   

Ntsako Lekula 

 

Siphe Maphumulo 

 

 

Ryan Smith 

 

Siphe Shembe 

 

 

 

Voice group of the 
concert: 

Basses 

 

 

 

    

 

Albert Sibanda 
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SOLOIST OF THE CONCERT 

 

NEW BOYS OF THE WEEK 

CHORISTER OF THE WEEK 

Tjama Keta 

 

Brett Fernihough 

 

Bandile Nzuza 

 

Brian Xulu 
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Henno Klopper and his 
mentor Stephen Barnard 

Angus Sommerville and his 
mentor Sihle Manonyane 

Josh da Fonseca and his 
mentor Matthew Evans 

 

Damien Butt and his 
mentor Ryan Smith 

 

Dylan Palm and his 
mentor Kyle Kroats 

 

CONCERT STATUS - 22 JUNE 2017 

Andrew Stead (Executive Head) 
with four of the new choir 

members 
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THANK YOU PICK N PAY 

 

Mr Nolan Logan, Public Relations Officer 
of Pick n Pay, handing over the cheque 

 

The excitement is building; the countdown to depart to 
Japan has started. 

We had the privilege to welcome Miko Yoshimura, to 
DBCS.  

Miko prepared the boys and staff on what to expect in 
Japan and etiquette that is important in the Japanese 
culture. 

Basic Japanese phrases were taught and boys had fun 
getting to use these. 

ベリンダ 

 

 

 

 

 

日本 
 

 

私の名前は 

 

オレガノ 

 

On Saturday, 17 June 2017, the Drakensberg Boys Choir entertained bystanders at the Pick n Pay at the Pavilion 
Shopping Mall. Pick n Pay and the Drakensberg Boys Choir School decided to celebrate their golden jubilee 
together. Pick n Pay was going to hand over a cheque of R15 000 but then increased it to R20 000. 

 
The Drakensberg Boys Choir wants to thank Pick n Pay for their donation. 

 
We look forward to combining more events in an effort to stay true to “Ubuntu”. 

 

Belinda Espag 
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HEADBOY OF 2016 

 

 SHARE IN PHOTOS OF THIS PAST WEEK’S WEDNESDAY CONCERT 

 
Bernard Krüger (Artistic Director)  

 
Dylan Palm, Josh da Fonseca and Henno Klopper’s debut 

performance in their blues and jabots 

 
Sashin Rathinasamy 

 

André Wears-Taylor 

 

Richard Hildebrand 
 

Team spirit 
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 BE PART OF THE 2017 COMMERATIVE PUBLICATION! 

Don’t miss this opportunity to appear in the Drakensberg Boys Choir’s 2017 school magazine, featuring our journey of 
the past 50 years and this year’s celebration highlights. Simply complete the booking form below and email it to 
bespag@dbchoir.com. 

Be part of this publication by sponsoring a page as a family at only R250 per page.  

Create lasting memories for your son. 

 

mailto:bespag@dbchoir.com
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Life is humming along pleasantly in our little mountain enclave. Technically, I suppose it’s a valley enclave, but 
who’s bothered with a little topographical detail. 

As usual, pre-tour pressure is on to keep everyone in tip-top condition. I heard Chef anxiously enquiring if there 
were any more rugby fixtures this term. His relief at the negative response was visible. Presumably, choristers on 
crutches aren’t factored into the choreography for the Japanese programme. 

In order to meet these high expectations, I have put a few proposals together. While there can be no guarantees, 
these may help keep the boys injury and disease free for a short period. Firstly, activities will be limited to choir, 
academics and absolute necessities only. When not thus engaged, boys are to be confined to bed. Because the 
DBCS caterers don’t do room service, hungry/weak/wasting individuals will be permitted to attend meals. To 
reduce risk of bodily harm, paper plates and plastic cutlery are being used until the end of term. 

Shower-times can be treacherous, but a prohibition thereof would probably be met with resistance from some 
quarters. 

Exercise is known to enhance health, and the associated lowering of stress levels also impacts positively on the 
immune system. Gentle, supervised walks around the sports field will therefore be conducted twice weekly. If 
executed at midday, Vitamin D synthesis can be simultaneously augmented while hypothermia is avoided. 

The possibility of putting all the boys into surgical masks until they leave on tour was considered. The problem is 
that cross-infection risks increase when people are in close proximity – such as during choir and mealtimes. 
Having one’s mouth and nose occluded during these pursuits is not ideal. I did contemplate a fork-sized incision in 
the masks, but fellows with poor hand/mouth coordination may still battle. Burger nights would be particularly 
interesting. 

In the meantime, non-touring youngsters can cycle, trampoline and play to their hearts content. 

A recent question from a colleague opened my eyes to a great misconception that others have of me. She seemed 
to think that I use my healthcare treatments punitively instead of therapeutically. It happened after she witnessed 
a chap groveling and pleading as I booked him off rugby. “Are you punishing him?” she asked. Needless to say, I 
was flabbergasted. I felt justified in subjecting the poor woman to a protracted and mind-numbingly boring 
history of the boy’s knock on the head. Possible physiological and functional cerebral disruptions resulting from 
such injuries were explained. I told her all about subscribing to the BOKSMART programme on management of 
head-injuries and she even got a detailed description of the Gradual Return to Play (GRIP) regime. This person is 
not known for reticence (she’s in marketing) but her eyes glazed and she became increasingly catatonic as I ranted 
on, barely pausing for a breath. It took a while to revive her – I almost reached for the Apple Cider Vinegar. One 
trusts that she won’t question my methods again.   

 

Sister Lianne 

SNIPPETS FROM THE SAN 
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GOLF DAY IN JOHANNESBURG 

 

  

A very special visitor 
that attended 

yesterday’s concert 
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Photo taken by Josh da Fonseca 

Photo taken by Alec Gibson 

 

 
PHOTOGRAPHY AT DBCS 

 

 

IT IS HAPPENING… 
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Seth Brown, Vuyo 
Mcanyana and Reece 

Olsen, compiling shopping 
lists for when they are in 

Japan 

GOLF DAY IN DURBAN 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 

Alec Gibson 

27 June 

 

Pierre Esterhuizen 

1 July 

Happy Birthday, Sister Lianne Steel! 

1 July 

 

 



 

 

 

DATE EVENT TIME 

23 June Staff Briefing 

SCA Youth 

10:20-10:40 

19:00-21:00 

24 June Choir 

Polar Bear Swim 

08:00-12:00 

12:00-13:00 

25 June Chapel 

SCA 

10:00-11:00 

18:00-19:00 

26 June Staff Briefing 

Assembly 

Prefects Tea 

07:20-07:30 

07:25-07:45 

10:40-11:40 

28 June Wednesday Concert 

SA Accountants Association Conference 

15:30-17:30 

18:30-20:00 

29 June Awards Assembly 

Legacy Project Focus Group 

Inter Tour Packing 

10:05-10:25 

14:00-17:00 

14:30-21:00 

30 June International Tour  (Group 1) Depart 

Staff Briefing 

 

10:20-10:40 

1 August International Group 1) 

Board Meeting 

Choir 

 

2 August International Group 1) 

Chapel 

SCA 

 

10:00-11:00 

18:00-19:00 

 

Calendar 23 June –   2 July 2017 
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