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1
BRINGING OUR SCIENCE
EXPERIMENT TO LIFE

The second term has now got under way after a very
pleasant, but politically eventful Easter holiday. I trust
that you all enjoyed the time with your son(s) and are
looking forward to another busy term in the mountains.
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I would like to welcome a new staff member, Mrs Gretha Roberts, who joins us in the Mathematics
Department. Gretha is going to be taking over from Linda Ferreira, teaching Grades 7 – 9. Gretha has
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productive time with us.
We head towards MiMs next week. I hope as many parents as possible can attend, and have booked for the
occasion. It is always an enjoyable weekend. For new parents, this is a very busy weekend and your boys
will be fully utilized – please don’t be too disappointed if you don’t get a chance to spend the whole
weekend with them. The mid-term break follows in the week after MiMs and you will get an extended
opportunity to spend time with your son/s.
Please note, that over the weekend, the boarding houses will be out of bounds for all parents and visitors
until 17:00 on Sunday afternoon. This is very important, as the boarding houses and staff are all preparing
for a very full programme and have to function accordingly. Please also note the late completion of the
programme and prepare travel plans accordingly. No boys may leave until the festival is over and elements
of the festival have been cleared up. Your understanding in this regard is much appreciated.
We have a very important morning Church assembly on Sunday 30 April, which is compulsory for all the
boys. It is to commemorate the 50th anniversary and the laying of the foundation stone on 1 May 1967. We
would like to see as many parents at the service as possible – it is a special day in the history of our school.
This coming weekend will be dedicated to MiMs preparation, so all the boys and staff will be focusing on
getting the shows prepared for what is going to be an exciting MiMs weekend. This is a closed weekend for
all boys.
We look forward to welcoming you next week. Remember that warm clothes are always advised over this
time.
Andrew Stead
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RIP ROLAND LUKE
Roland was new to DBCS, having joined our
team last term. In his short time with us, he
proved to be an amiable and warm personality,
always greeting people by name with a warm
smile. His sad passing has been a shock to us all,
and he will be missed. Our heartfelt
condolences have been extended to his family
and friends.
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NEWS
FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Sihle Manonyane (Griffin
House - upstairs)

CHOIR AWARDS FOR THE PAST WEEK

COMMENDABLE PERFORMANCES CONCERT CHOIR

Sashin Rathinasamy

Caleb Saks

Anthony Malunga

Armand Kriel

Keanu van Staden

Liam Muller

Sean Morrick

Brian Xulu

Mmanga Pepu

BEST SOLOISTS

VOICE GROUP OF THE
CONCERT

SOPRANOS

Sihle Manonyane

Kyle Kroats
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COMMENDABLE PERFORMANCES NEW BOYS CHOIR

Siyabonga Mpofu

Reece Olsen

Angus Sommerville

Panashe Manyemba

Alec Gibson
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Jordyn Fraser

Tjama Keta

NEWS FROM THE ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT
PRIZE GIVING TERM 1 - 2017
ACADEMIC AWARDS:
AVERAGE OF 80% AND ABOVE:
Grade 4

Grade 5

Brett Fernihough

Reece Olsen

Brian Brits

Kigen Chepkonga

Awande Kheswa

Ntando Ngcobo

Tjama Keta

Siphe Maphumulo
Tiaan Esterhuizen
Grade 6

Grade 8

Geo Kirsten

Alec Gibson

Nkazimulo Mabaso

Alex Brits

Siphe Sigwebela

Matthew Robinson

Kieran Griffin

Sean Morrick

Grade 9
Stephen Barnard
Nivin Pillay
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SPORTS AWARDS:
PERSEVERANCE:

PROGRESS:

PROFICIENCY:

MOUNTAIN BIKING:

MOUNTAIN BIKING:

MOUNTAIN BIKING:

Andrè Wears Taylor

Kevin Smith
Matthew Tucker

Lwenzi Sibiya

SWIMMING:

SWIMMING:

Sihle Sigwebela
Mmanga Pepu

Daniel van Jaarsveld
Damien Butt

Liam Muller
Connor Lessle
Ryan Smith

CRICKET:

CRICKET:

CRICKET:

Keanu van Staden

Anthony Malunga

Sihle Manonyane

SWIMMING:

MUSIC AWARDS:

Chorister of the Term

New Boy of the Term

Kevin Smith

Angus Sommerville
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NEWS FROM THE ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT
KREATIEWE SKRYFWERK
WINTER

WINTER

Dis yskoud buite en die sagte sneeu val.

Winter is baie koud.

Die warm kaggelvuur is al wat ons snoesig hou.

In die Drakensberge is dit

Ons sien dit dalk nie vanaf die huis

Nie lekker nie.

maar die sterrenag is tuis

Trietsige koue weer.

in die hemel waarna ons toe gaan reis.

En die grond is toe

Daar is dalk dooie bome

Rustig onder die blare.

maar die winter het sy eie drome.
Daniel van Jaarsveld (Grade 5 – First Additional
Language)

Geo Kirsten (Gr6 – Afrikaans Huistaal)

WINTER

Wraggies waar
In die aand is dit vriesend
Niks om te doen nie
Te veel sneeu orals
En te koud om op te staan
Regtig ek pes die winter.

Pierre Esterhuizen (Graad 4 – Afrikaans Huistaal)
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BRINGING OUR SCIENCE EXPERIMENT TO LIFE
Our very own horticulturist, Mr Bentley, took our Grade 7 class out last term, to plant their bean sprouts.
This was done at the school's green house.
Some boys planted beans straight into the soil, while others who were able to keep their bean plants alive in
their polystyrene cups moved them to the soil, for better nutrition and growth.
Mr Bentley's love for plants has made the Grade 4’s and Grade 7’s look at their plants as not just science
experiments, but as something they can keep alive and hopefully they will come back to Drakies years down
the line and see their fully grown, productive plants.

Mrs Chanele Christian
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HANDY TIPS WHEN TRAVELLING TO JAPAN
Learn How to Bow
You absolutely need to know how to conduct this formality, otherwise people in Japan may think you are
impolite. Japanese people will bow to you as a sign of respect, so you should reciprocate in kind. Bow as
many as times you want!

Learn How to Hold Chopsticks
Chopsticks have an impact on Japanese culture, make sure you use them properly. Don’t point them at
others!
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Johandrè van Heerden and Brian Zulu

GOLF DAY IN JOHANNESBURG
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Well done!
Alec Gibson, Connor McKenzie, Joshua Naidoo, Owen Mngewu, Josh Da Fonseca, Stanley Horing

SNIPPETS FROM THE SAN
The rabble has returned – seemingly in full voice, if dormitory noise levels are anything to go by. New Boys are
under close scrutiny for signs of any post-holiday blues. So far, so good. The notoriously demanding MiMs
prep is likely to limit any opportunity to indulge in homesickness, anyway.

The Easter holiday and forthcoming mid-term break have been perfectly timed for a pre-onslaught recharge,
is always
timeofforthe
some
fun!
followed by a post-performance recovery period. Someone brilliant There
must be
in control
DBCS
calendar.
My own pre-onslaught replenishing, called for a trip to that magnificent “country” called Kruger National Park.
The results are pleasing, with energy and empathy levels showing a marked improvement. Admittedly, it
doesn’t take much to top up the latter – capacity is limited.

Now the pressure is on to keep everyone’s voices in pristine condition for the next ten days. And boy – do I
feel the heat!

Sister Lianne
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GOLF DAY IN DURBAN

Reece Olsen

Dylan Palm
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Bandile Nzuza

Dylan Palm

22 April

23 April

Armand Kriel
26 April

Armand Kriel

Vhuthi Siwada

26 April

26 April
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DRAKENSBERG BOYS CHOIR SCHOOL
Calendar 21 April – 30 April
DATE

EVENT

TIME

21 April

Staff Briefing

10:20 - 10:40

21 – 23 April

Closed Weekend
MiMs Prep Weekend

23 April

Chapel

10:00 - 11:00

24 April

Staff Briefing

07:20 - 07:30

Assembly

07:25 - 07:45

Prefects Tea

10:40 - 11:40

Staff Meeting

14:30 - 15:30

26 April

Wednesday Concert

15:30 - 17:30

27 April – 1 May

Music in the Mountains

Chris de Scally and Armand Kriel
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