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INSIDE
END OF FIRST TERM
THE FUN SIDE OF SCIENCE
ZULU AT DBCS

It is very hard to believe that this is the penultimate Take
Note of the first term.

ENGLISH: BECAUSE WE SAVE
LIVES

Follow me to page 2

MESSAGE FROM OUR
MESSAGE HEAD
FROM THE
EXECUTIVE

EXECUTIVE HEAD

END OF FIRST TERM…continued from page 1
…continued from page 1
I would like to congratulate all the new boys for completing their first quarter. They were excellent, brave and
resilient.
is growing
anticipation
however
amongst all
foryet
a well-deserved
Easter
holidayInin
two
I would
like toThere
take this
opportunity
to thank the
School community
forparties
producing
another great MiMs
weekend.
particular,
I
would
like to
thank all the boys for their tremendous resilience, dedication and professionalism during the preparation and the event
weeks’
time.
itself. We

With the change in term, comes a change in the sports routine for next term. Cross-country, mountain biking,
tennis and rugby will be offered to the boys. They will have to choose one of these activities and bring the
required equipment with them on their return to school.
On that note, please see the final arrangements for the end of term:
Departing buses:
Friday 31st March at 05h00 Johannesburg / OR Tambo – Parents who are collecting their sons on Thursday may
do so after their choir commitments at 16h00.
Friday 31st at 05h00 Durban/King Shaka– Buses will depart (please see the bus list information page)
Returning:
Monday 17th April – Buses collect boys (see times on bus list)
Tuesday 18th April– 07h20 School starts

Thank you
Andrew Stead
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NEWS
FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Sihle Manonyane (Griffin
House - upstairs)

CHOIR AWARDS FOR THE PAST WEEK

Stephen Barnard (Head of
Music)

NEW BOY COMMENDABLE PERFORMANCES

Bokang Mmusi

Matthew Beuster

Amkelwa Gumede

Matthew Frattaroli

Jayden Lubbe

Mohau Tladi

Karabo Machepa

Awande Kheswa
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Siyabonga Mpofu

Damien Butt

NEW BOYS OF THE WEEK:

Nkazimulo Mabaso

Angus Sommerville
CHORISTER OF THE WEEK:

COMMENDABLE PERFORMANCES CONCERT CHOIR:
Sabelo Mazwi

Vuyo Mcanyana

Kevin Smith

Mmanga Pepu

Kevin Jordaan

Geo Kirsten

Stephen Barnard

Michael de Goede

Devon Williams

Kabo Madi

Nathaniel Stoffels

Obakhe Delubom

Ryan Smith

Caleb Saks

Sheldon Spence

Jesse Barth
Michael de Goede

SOLOIST OF THE CONCERT:

VOICE GROUP OF THE CONCERT:
BASSES

Mr Bath
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DBCS TAKE PRIDE IN OUR OLD BOYS

Throwback to 2015:
Kevin Jordaan, Armand Kriel and Sean
Morrick

At which other school will you see this
on a Sunday afternoon: studying music.
Our boys are special!
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NEW BOYS SINGING DURING MiMs
Please find an outline of the new boys’ participation during the MiMs concerts below.







Thursday 27 April – Choirs Splash Concert 14:00 & Choirs Extravaganza 19:00
New boys will be performing ONE song with the concert choir, but only if they have passed the song.
Friday 28 April – Choirs Concarne Concert 14:00
New boys WON’T be performing during this concert. The concert choir will be performing their African
repertoire.
Saturday 28 April – Shining Stars 15:30
New boys will be performing ONE song with the concert choir and the KZN Youth Orchestra: if they passed
the song.
Saturday 28 April – 50th Celebration Gala: Carmina Burana 19:00
New boys will be performing THREE numbers from Carmina Burana with the concert choir, but only if they
have passed them.
Sunday 30 April – Drakensberg Boys Choir: Portrait 11:00
New boys will be performing ONE/TWO songs by themselves – without the concert choir.
Sunday 30 April – 50th Celebration Gala: Carmina Burana 15:00
New boys will be performing THREE numbers from Carmina Burana with the concert choir, but only if they
have passed them.

Please email Junine Kruger (jkruger@dbchoir.com) if you have any questions or concerns.

HIGHLIGHTS OF OUR WEDNESDAY CONCERT
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THE FUN SIDE OF SCIENCE
This past Saturday, we had the pleasure of welcoming Mr Brits (M.Sc Chemical Eng.) to our school. He
showed the boys that learning science can be fun  and that there is always time to play. Mr Brits, who is
a qualified Chemical Engineer, prepared a slide show for the Grade 8’s and 9’s about what makes up
Engineering and the many fields that one may specialize in, once graduated. He also added in the high
school subjects needed to study Engineering, and of course Maths and Physics were highlighted. In
addition to the slide show, he demonstrated the following experiments in class:




An electrochemistry experiment, which showed how to plate copper from solution (copper
sulphate).
Making colour on titanium with electricity. This entailed the usage of different voltages to obtain
different colours on the titanium (all colours except black) in a diluted solution of sulphuric acid.
He showed a time-lapse video on crystal formation in a copper tank house.

Outside, experiments were conducted to demonstrate how chemicals added together may cause a
reaction with an unknown time line. This was intended as a cautionary display to highlight how dangerous
chemicals can be, as they may react at any time. Therefore, one must always know what they are doing
and never just repeat something from Google without doing extensive research. The experiments
included a chlorine bomb (using chlorine, sugar and water…your kids might tell you more about the
detailed experiment, as some were chosen to conduct the experiment); a rocket (a bottle with some
water) being shot up into the air using a bicycle pump, which showed how pressure worked; and lastly, a
container which ignited due to the added chemicals reacting slowly with each other.
Once these explosive experiments were completed, a few junior boys remained behind to have their own
little competition with the rocket, to see who was able to propel it the highest. Geo Kirsten won this
competition.
Needless to say both Mr Brits and the students who attended this Science Expo, had an immense amount
of fun and the boys learnt a few fun tricks, as well as some knowledge on how to be safe whilst having fun
with science.
A huge thanks to Mr Brits from us all at Drakies, for all his hard work over the past week preparing for
Saturday, and for giving up his time to focus on my favourite subject, Science.
Mrs. Chanele Christian
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ZULU AT DBCS
It is a great privilege to be able to report on the isiZulu Department at the Drakensberg Boys Choir School.
The teaching of the Zulu language started at the beginning of the year and the progress is very positive. The boys
tackled the subject with enthusiasm and an eagerness to learn about their cultural heritage. A productive start
has been made.
We have First Additional (FAL) and Second Additional language divisions (SAL) for all grade 4 – 7 learners. In our
SAL we have focused on learning the everyday basics of the language, such as greeting each other and having
ordinary conversations dictated by daily life tasks, like visits to the shops and the doctor. Counting up to ten, days
of the week and the family tree have also instructed lessons.
In FAL we have a vocabulary list for each grade; we’ve learnt our noun classes, possessives, subject concords,
diminutives and we have just started with our creative writing. There is lots of work still to be done, but it is an
achievable goal with the invested and determined boys I am teaching.
We are very excited about our upcoming outing to Ecabazini on the 14th of May. Ecabazini is a Zulu homestead,
where the boys will be offered various demonstrations of day-to-day life, such as handling traditional cattle, daily
chores within the homestead, Zulu dancing and traditional food; the boys will be given a fascinating insight into
the culture and traditions of the Zulu people. We are looking forward to expanding Zulu during the rest of the
year and hopefully we will capture an interest and love for the language and culture, in your sons.
PROVERBS
Inkunzi isematholeni (the bull is among the calves)
Meaning: Leaders of tomorrow come from the youth
Iso liwela umfula ugcwele (the eye crosses the full river)
Meaning: A desire goes beyond the possible

Sanele Zikhali
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Pi DAY (3-14)
14 March 2017
In the spirit of Pi day, we as the Grade 8 class did an experiment with many differently sized circular foods.
We had muffins, brownies, Oreos, Marie-biscuits etc. It was great fun for the entire class. The objective of
the exercise was to work out the circumference and diameter of the different circular foods. By the end of
the experiment we had come to a conclusion that if you divide the circumference by the diameter of the
object then the answer would be close to the value of Pi.
As a side project in class some of the grade eight boys were curious to the exact value of Pi. Although Pi
never ends we looked at the first few numbers and to show the fact that Pi is indeed an irrational number
that goes on and on and never ends, here are the first 80 digits of Pi:

3, 1415 92653 58979 32384 62643 38327 95028 84197 16939 93751 05820 97494 45923
07816 40628 62089 …….
By Sean Morrick
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SOUTH AFRICAN MATHEMATICS OLYMPIAD
Some brave Grade 8 and 9 boys enrolled in the 2017 Maths Olympiad. This is a National Olympiad organised
by the South African Mathematics Foundation.
We would like to congratulate the following boys who qualified to take part in the second round of this
competition later this year:




Alex Brits (Gr.8)
Sean Morrick (Gr.8)
Stephen Barnard (Gr.9)





Matthew Evans (Gr.9)
Liam Muller (Gr.9)
Sheldon Spence (Gr.9)

THULE CARRY SOLUTIONS

Well done boys!
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ENGLISH: BECAUSE WE SAVE LIVES
The English Department is valiantly at work, saving the lives of your elderly relatives. Daily, we strive to ensure
that your children adhere to the need for exemplary punctuation, in order for them to produce wellconstructed sentences, which leave no room for miscommunication. Daily, your relatives are metaphorically
thrown under a bus by your off-spring. It’s a slippery slope, people, but Mrs Wellbeloved and I are equal to the
task.
In an age of technology, which has arguably destroyed much of what is revered and necessary in written
expression, it has sadly also contributed to the demise of reading in homes. Hands up if you are a parent who
allows your child to play on his phone or tablet when homework is done. Hands up if you are a parent who does
not read books or have them in your home. Hands up if you are a parent who prefers to be on Facebook to destress before sleep, instead of turning to a novel to relax you into slumber. I know I am guilty as charged of the
Facebook scourge. And it is a scourge. There is empirical evidence of what it does to the brain and how it
interrupts sleep patterns. Yet I continue to compulsively scan the often inane contributions, which have the
added effect of dumbing down my own intellect. I say compulsively, because it is an addiction. If it is difficult to
break this cycle in an adult, how much more difficult is it to extract your children from the new opiate of the
masses - social media?
Literacy is a problem the world over. If I was to test your son’s reading age, and disseminate that information to
you, you would be shocked at just how low it is. How can a child with a reading age several years younger than
his chronological age possibly access the curriculum which is designed around his chronological age? The lack of
reading ability is of extreme importance and it dictates poor academic achievement in general. A love of reading
and the understanding of the importance of it, starts at home. More often than now, we parents are the
enablers. If your child is a bookworm, it is because you inculcated this habit in him. If he hates reading, it is
because somewhere the foundations were not adequately laid, for whatever the reason.
As I tell my boys all the time, reading is the golden key to improvement in the language. Without it, your
vocabulary remains at the reading age where you stopped reading, and consequently you are unable to express
yourself coherently or with academic accuracy. This is not a quick fix for teachers and parents, and requires the
commitment of both parties along with the co-operation of the child. If the English Department had a magic
wand, we would bestow a passion for reading on parents and children alike.
Let’s all get down and dirty with a real book! And let’s get your sons reading. The mastery of punctuation and
the saving of Grandma will follow naturally.
Pam Couzyn
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CURIOUS FACTS ABOUT THE LAND OF THE RISING SUN - JAPAN
In preparation of our visit to Japan, we are going to share some interesting facts about Japan in the next
couple of to Take Notes.
Enjoy!
Steven Wellbeloved
1. In Japan, it’s usually women who show their affection and give gifts to men on Valentine’s Day. This tradition
allows girls to express their feelings, and they don’t have to wait for the man to make the first move.
2. In the Land of the Rising Sun, everyone normally makes a snowman with just two snowballs.
3. Fish and meat are very cheap in this country. However, fruit is very expensive. An apple usually costs $2, while
a bunch of bananas can be purchased for about $5. The most expensive fruit is melon: in Tokyo, it will cost
around $200.
4. Colonel Sanders is one of the major symbols of Christmas in Japan, just as Coca-Cola is in the United States.
On Christmas Eve, the Japanese go to KFC and eat a large portion of chicken wings. Since the vast majority
of Japanese people are either Buddhists or Shintoists, they celebrate Christmas just for the fun of it.
5. People in Japan eat dolphins. The Japanese use them to prepare soups, “kushiyaki" (skewered chicken), or even
eat them uncooked. Dolphin meat is quite tasty and has a unique taste that doesn’t resemble that of fish.
6. Japan has female-only carriages on its metro system. These are mostly used during the morning rush hour
so that women can ride with a sense of security. A lot of Japanese men practice voyeurism, so touching
or groping women on crowded subway trains is a common thing here. However, this country has one of the
lowest rates of rape in the world.
7. In Japan, everyone knows that Hello Kitty was created in England.
8. The Japanese never leave work on time. Employees usually wait until their boss lets them go home or leave only
after their employer has left. Since the executives in Japan usually stay at work for three or four extra hours,
Well done!
their subordinates often have to work late into the night too. Leaving work on time (even if you have a good
reason for it) is enough to invite accusations of disloyalty to the company.
9. The school year begins on April 1 and is divided into trimesters.
10. Schoolgirls in Japan are not allowed to wear tights even in cold weather. Knee-high socks, which are part of the
standard school uniform, should be worn throughout the year. Students’ skirts vary in length depending on their
age: the older the girl, the shorter the skirt is.

There is always time for some fun!
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SNIPPETS FROM THE SAN
GRIFFIN HOUSE NEWS
I’m afraid that time restraints dictate that today’s snippet will be very short. Short I can do, as long as no one
also expects sweet.

The campus cacophony persists, with teachers complaining of noisy classrooms and what-not. It’s a bit
bothersome that several boys (and staff!), while otherwise being symptom-free, continue to bark after
completion of courses of antibiotics. It is possible that both seasonal and viral elements are at play here.
Sadly, one generally doesn’t suppress a productive cough, so my colleagues will just have to work on their
voice projection. I know an excellent Artistic Director, who can give them some pointers.

Last Saturday, well known psychologists, Lee Joseph and Tim Barry conducted workshops with the various
grades. Discussions included bullying, sexual boundaries and snitching versus responsible reporting.
Although Lee is big on confidentiality, I believe that he and Tim were privy to some pretty amazing scenarios
and questions (hypothetical, one hopes). Perhaps you can get some feedback from your sons.

And that’s it for today.

Sister Lianne

OUR NEW BOYS IN ACTION

14

15

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Keanu van Staden

Kevin Smith

16 March

23 March

Siyabonga Mpofu

Belinda Espag

23 March

24 March
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DRAKENSBERG BOYS CHOIR SCHOOL
Calendar 18 March – 26 March 2017

DATE

EVENT

TIME

18 March

Choir

08:00 – 12:00

19 March

Chapel

10:00 – 11:00

SCA

18:00 – 19:00

Staff Briefing

07:20 – 07:30

Assembly

07:25 – 07:45

Prefects Tea

10:40 – 11:40

21 March

Cycle Tests

07:25 – 08:25

22 March

Wednesday Concert

15:30 – 17:30

23 March

Assembly

10:05 – 10:25

24-25 March

Open Weekend

24 March

Staff Briefing

10:20 – 10:40

25 March

Choir

08:00 – 12:00

26 March

Chapel

10:00 – 11:00

Auckland Prep to visit DBCS

14:00 – 17:00

SCA

18:00 – 19:00

20 March
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