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We have all returned to normal with most of the boys arriving 
having enjoyed a restful time at home. There was great 
excitement on Sunday and Monday as they got back into the 
rhythm of school life. 

 

ISSUE 
19 

TERM 2 AWARDS 

ASSEMBLY 

BERG SCHOOL 

GUATENG ROADSHOW 



 

 
2 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the School community for producing yet another great MiMs weekend. In particular, I 
would like to thank all the boys for their tremendous resilience, dedication and professionalism during the preparation and the event 
itself. We 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to convey my thanks and appreciation to the ground, kitchen and cleaning staff for assisting us with catering and 
cleaning for the Legacy Project Workshop held during the holidays. Their commitment and contribution to the school does not 
go unnoticed.  

We are very busy preparing, not only musically, but also on the sports field, as we have a full programme this term. The big 
events are the Polar Bear Swim on Saturday, in which 20 boys are preparing to venture into the icy waters of the Dragon Peaks 
dam, the DBCS MTB Duathlon on the 20th August, the golf day and the international tour to Holland.  

The Duathlon is a special event (under the guidance of Mrs Belinda Spence), running for the second year and we hope to get at 
least 100 participants to take part in the event - more about this in a later edition. If you would like to assist Mrs Spence with 
sponsors, prizes or simply by entering yourself, please feel free to contact her. 

We have been working hard on the grounds and maintenance of the school. The parent body have kindly sponsored additional 
water tanks for the boarding houses. These have been installed and additional pressure pumps have been added to the Griffin 
House showers, for sufficient water pressure to have a great shower. We have also embarked on resurfacing the parking area as 
it was crumbling in various places. The music classrooms have also been upgraded with a coat of paint, new curtains and 
repaired air conditioners. We are working very hard to get things up to standard and hope to be able to continue upgrading each 
year.   Thank you to the DPA for the contribution of the water tanks – the boys are very appreciative of this. 

As mentioned in the previous Take Note, Ms Charlotte Botha will be away for a few weeks, as she is going to Indonesia from 21 
July,  to sing in an international chamber choir called the Time Ensemble.  Her replacement is Mr Johan Swanepoel. Johan is fully 
qualified and experienced – he is an old boy and was a member of the Akusitka Chamber Choir, Singkronies, TUKS Camerata and 
the Potchefstroom Universiteits Koor. We look forward to welcoming him at the school for three weeks. 

Please be reminded that the mid-term break is very close (due to the long weekend – 9 August) and travel arrangements need to 
be urgently booked – if you have not already done so. Please contact Mr Johan Linde in this regard. 

Please also be reminded about the end of term arrangements – the international choir leave for Holland on Thursday 22 
September, and the school closes for the remaining boys on Friday 23 September at 14h30 (buses depart on Saturday morning). 
The staff remain at school until the following week for administrative purposes. 

Kind Regards 

Andrew Stead 
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NEWS FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Michael de Goede 

Performing a solo at the 
Wednesday concert 

 

 

New Boy of the Week: 

Michael de Goede 

(Passed 4 tests in 2 days, after 3-month illness) 

 

Chorister of the Week: 

Thando Myeza 

(Invaluable contribution at Emmaus Hospital and during our Folklore set) 

 

Noteworthy Performances: 

Semiyea Tassaw - for ‘Heaven is a place on earth’ 

Nathaniel Stoffels - for ‘Now we are free’ 

 

Most Valuable Person on Stage: 

Sipho Mkhize  

(Standing in on drums for Mr Botha)  

 

Voice Group of the Concert: 

Basses 

 

 

 

Drakies in Action. 

CONCERT AWARDS FOR THE PAST WEEK: 

 

Sipho Mkhize 
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Grade 5 

NEWS FROM THE ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1st Kieran Griffin – right &  

Geo Kirsten - centre 

(tie 1st place) 

3rd Sihle Sigwebela - left 

  

  

 

  Grade 6 

 

 

1st      Luke Jansen van Vuuren (right) 

2nd             Jesse Barth (left) 

3rd              Ndalo Gumede (centre) 

 

   Grade 7 

 

 

1st            Alex Brits (centre) 

2nd          Sean Morrick (left) 

3rd          Armand Kriel (right) 

 

 

 

 

PRIZE GIVING (TERM 2 – 2016) 

Overall top achievers in each class: 

 

 

 

Grade 4 

 

 

1st Kieran Griffen (right) and Geo Kirsten (centre) - Tie 

3rd Sihle Sigwebela  (left) 
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Thando Myeza (Gr9) - left 
 
Lengana Mashaphu (Gr9) - centre 
 
Sheldon Spence (Gr8) - right 
 
Neo Mntambo (Gr9) - absent 

 

 

 
Grade 8 

        

        Aidan Nordin (Gr9) 

 

       

      1st    Liam Muller (centre) 

      2nd   Sheldon Spence (left) 

      3rd    Stephen Barnard (right) 

 

Grade 9 

 

 

1st     Johan Piek (left) 

2nd   Gustav Klingbiel (centre) 

3rd    Lengana Mashapu (right) 

 

Academic Colours:  

Awarded to a pupil in Grade 7-9 who has accumulated 15 points. 

 

 

 

 

Thando Myeza (Gr 9) (left) 

Lengana Mashaphu (Gr 9) (centre) 

Sheldon Spence (Gr 8) (right) 

Neo Mntambo (Gr 9) (absent) 

 

Aidan Nordin (Gr 9) 

Full Academic Honours 
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  BERG SCHOOL 

COMPETITION & COLLABORATION – Ingredients for Inadvertent Learning 

 

 Two more prefects appointed for 2016. 

Congratulations! 

 
Sharing a special moment. 

 
Well done Elvis Chikiwa and Thando Myeza! 

 

The benefits of constructing learning opportunities outside of a traditional classroom setting or, outside of a conventional lesson 
design, have long been known to educationalists. Some would argue that this is the best way in which youngsters develop essential 
social skills for adult life. Such learning is often spontaneous and usually unexpected – it is accomplished through conversation, 
exploration and experience. ‘Informal Education’ differs from the more formal, traditionally-orientated acquisition of information to 
that of skills acquisition – the latter is rooted in fostering self-development. When constructing such learning experiences, the 
teacher’s role is that of a facilitator of learning, by creating opportunities. 

Although not all educators subscribe to Lev Vygotsky’s Social Development Theory, there are many teachers today who revisit his 
constructivist ideas. He believed that social interaction plays a fundamental role in the process of cognitive development – real 
learning occurs on an inter-psychological level, through interaction with others, and then on an intra-psychological level, when the 
learner internally processes the experience. For this reason, Vygotsky promoted learning contexts in which students play an active 
role - opportunities for discussion and collaboration being the lesson design. Real-world learning happens when people do things and 
when they make mistakes, when they interact and learn to negotiate, when they observe and practise everyday skills. 

Cooperative learning aims to arrange activities so that students work collectively towards a goal, realizing that they can capitalize on 
one another’s resources and skills. They learn to evaluate ideas and monitor group progress. Cooperative learning in a competitive 
environment adds an extra motivational dimension to the learning process.  

With this educational theory and the methods that support it, in mind, it is no wonder that our young Griffins who took part in many 
of the Berg school activities, inadvertently embarked on an informal path of learning. As mundane as certain activities seemed, the 
boys competing in their school houses, collaborated and motivated each other to achieve a common goal. Basic skills such as neatly 
making a tie, sewing on a blazer button and filing library books correctly were used as platforms for developing cooperative skills. 
The fiercely-competitive boeresport, the cryptic orienteering quests and an epic general knowledge quiz all required different skills, 
giving each boy an opportunity to grow in self-esteem and contribute to their team. The S-bend summit proved to be challenging for 
many but the sense of achievement for those that made it to the Reptile Park was evident, not to mention the opportunity to hold a 
tarantula, crocodile or snake – no YouTube or National Geographic film could ever match that experience. Mathematical 
tessellations, a photography competition, model-building, chess, soccer and cross country provided every Griffin with a chance to 
make their mark and contribute to the team.  

Well done to the Hawks squad on narrowly beating the Eagles. Congratulations to all Berg participants who gave of their best – you 
are richer for the experience – you were learning and you didn’t realise it. 
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CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 14:30 – 15:00 15:00 – 15:30 15:30 – 16:00 16:00 – 16:30 16:30 – 17:30 

Monday Choir 

Academic Support 

Mathematics (SD) 

Gr 8 – 9 

Computer Centre 

(SD) 

Tuesday 

Junior Soccer (NW/JL) 

Junior MTB (AS) 

Senior Soccer (NW/JL) 

Senior MTB (AS) 

Cross Country (BS/BB) 

Tennis (EL) 

No activity 

(16:30 – 16:45) 

 

Choir 

(16:45 – 17:45) 

 Academic Support – Mathematics (MW) 

Gr 4 – 6 

 

Library – GT & Monitor 

Academic Support – English (GT) 

Academic Support – Mathematics (CC) 

Gr 7 

Tuck Shop – JW/SW 

14:30 – 16:00 

Computer Centre & IT Support (DC) 

Wednesday Concert 

Thursday 

 

Junior Soccer (NW/JL) 

Junior MTB (AS) 

Senior Soccer (JL/NW) 

Senior MTB (AS) 

Cross Country (BS/BB) 

Tennis (EL) 
No activity 

(16:30 – 16:45) 

 

Choir 

(16:45 – 17:45) 

 Academic Support – Mathematics (MW) 

Gr 4 – 6 

 

 Library – GT & Monitor 

Academic Support – English (GT) 

 

 Tuck Shop – JW/SW 

14:30 – 16:00 

 

 Computer Centre & IT Support (DC)   

Friday 

 

 

Choir 

 

 

Detention (15:30 – 17:30) 

Computer Centre Supervision (15:30 – 17:00) 

Chess Club (15:30 – 17:00) 

Photography/Marketing Society (15:30 – 16:30) 

One of: AD / CC / SD (& Prefect) 

 Environmental Club, including recycling project: AD  

Afrikaans Support: AD (by arrangement) 

Outreach Programme (CIA = Choristers in Action): SD 
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SNIPPETS FROM THE SAN. 

 

I have high hopes of a fall in skeletal injury cases this term. The name “Neo” currently looms 
large, as both the big and the small one still require the use of orthopedic contraptions to aid 
mobility. While moonboots and crutches make for interesting stage props, they do somewhat 
inhibit movement. 

Both young men belong to the gumboot squad so perhaps a stick and moonboot combo could 
be choreographed for them. This would lend new credibility to the term “breakdancing”. Miss 
Botha qualifies to join them on stage with her matching accessories. 

I trust that the music department will value this suggested addition to the Wednesday concert 
repertoire. 

Sister Lianne  

 

CYCLE TEST PROGRAMME – Term 3 (2016) 
 

 

DATE Grade 4/5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 

T-26/7 LESSONS LESSONS MATHEMATICS 1 
MATHEMATICS 

1 
MATHEMATICS 1 

T- 2/8 
MATHS 

INVESTIG 
MATHS 

INVESTIG 
MATHS INVESTIG 

MATHS 
INVESTIG 

MATHS 
INVESTIG 

T-16/8 ENGLISH AFRIKAANS ENGLISH AFRIKAANS EMS 

T-23/8 AFRIKAANS ENGLISH EMS ENGLISH AFRIKAANS 

T-30/8 LIFE SKILLS LIFE SKILLS AFRIKAANS EMS ENGLISH 

T-6/9 AURAL THEORY AURAL THEORY AURAL THEORY AURAL THEORY AURAL THEORY 

S-10/9 NS & TECH SS 
SCIENCE  

LIFE SKILLS 
SCIENCE  

LIFE SKILLS 
MATHEMATICS 2 

LIFE SKILLS 

T-13/9 SS NS & TECH HISTORY HISTORY HISTORY 

Th-15/9 MUSIC THEORY MUSIC THEORY MUSIC THEORY MUSIC THEORY MUSIC THEORY 

T-20/9 MATHEMATICS MATHEMATICS MATHEMATICS 2 
MATHEMATICS 

2 
SCIENCE 
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NEWS FROM THE MARKETING DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

Drakie Name Plaques 

Old Boys, order your Drakie Name Plaque now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cost for a maximum of 15 letters in the name is R350 each. If more letters are required, an additional charge of R3.00 
per letter will be added to the price. 

These name plaques will be mounted on a board at the school, and will be unveiled during CIB, December 10.  

Contact Jannie Klingbiel for more detail:  bioserv@mweb.co.za 

      082 886 2576 

 

 

 

ROADSHOW TO GAUTENG – 26-17 JULY 2016 

DBCS will be going on a roadshow to Gauteng this coming week. The following schools will be entertained by the choir: 

Thursday 28 July 2016 

Brackenhurst Primary  

Alberview Primary School 

Randhart Primary School 

Friday 29 July 2016 

Laerskool Fairland 

Laerskool Louw Geldenhuys 

The following boys have been selected to go on the roadshow: 

Lengana Mashaphu, Connor Lessle, Luke Gallant, Lefa Motshele, Kyle Kroats, Sean Morrick, Matthew Evans, Aidan Nordin, Nathaniel 
Stoffels, Anthony Malunga, Allistair Wadsworth, Liam Muller, Sipho Mkhize, Ryan Smith, Odirile Mokoma, Semiyea Tassaw, Zipho 
Xundu, Gustav Klingbiel, Luc Delaporte and Ntsako Lekula. 
 

Staff members who will accompany them: 

Johan Swanepoel 

Belinda Espag 

Thank you to all the families who will be hosting us. 

Kind Regards 

Belinda Espag  

 

 

mailto:bioserv@mweb.co.za
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NEWS FROM THE SPORT DEPARTMENT  

BRADLEY CHAPMAN PROVING HARD WORK PAYS OFF! 
 

Bradley took part in two shows, The Royal Show and the Boerperd KZN show.  
 
At the Royal Show, Bradley dominated the under 15 competition: 
 
Under 15 (riders class) - 1st and champion  
 
Under15 (horse class) - 1st and champion 
 
Junior Rider (utility ) - 2nd  
 
Adult and Junior Rider all ages (utility) - 4th 
 
Rider under 19 - reserve champion  
 
 
Nationals Boerperd show:  
 
1st in his 1st Dressage Test  
 
4th in his 2nd Dressage Test  
 
3rd in the whole of south Africa for the Boerperd Nationals Prelim Dressage  
 
For the under 15's Utility, he came fourth. 
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Calendar 22 July – 31 July 2016 
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INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION NOT FOR GAIN - NPO 002-106 

DRAKENSBERG BOYS CHOIR 

 

Happy 
Birthday! 

DATE EVENT TIME 

23 July 2016 Academic Saturday 

Polar Bear Swim 

08:30 

12:30 

24 July 2016 Chapel 

SCA 

10:00 

18:30 

25 July 2016 Conference performance at Champagne Sports Resort 18:30 

26 July 2016 Wednesday Concert  15:30 

27 July Mathematic Challenge  

28-29 July 2016 Roadshow to Gauteng  

28 July 2016 Assembly 10:40 

30 July Conference performance at Champagne Sport Resort  

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

  

Stephen Barnard 

23 July 

 

 

Alex Brits 

25 July 

 

Don Nhlengethwa 

27 July 

 

mailto:administration@dbchoir.co.za

